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Have You Made Your Will? | 


HE making of a will is no trivial matter, to be post- 
, \}] poned indefinitely or neglected altogether. The fact 


is, a will which is properly, thoughtfully and devoutly 
made is one of the most potential instruments that 
human personality can fashion. Through your will 
you can project your life, your energy, your purpose 
concerning the kingdom of God along the endless future. 


How Much for Foreign Missions? 


Among the objects to which you are bequeathing the money over 
which you are God’s steward, have you remembered the great 
work of Christ in foreign lands? The Missionary Union is the 
agent of Baptist churches in this work, and any investment in its 
business is a safe and profitable one. 


A Correct Form 


dis — mind and memory, make this, my last will and testament, and I hereby revoke all former 
wills made by me. 

SESS eee Cee eee eee executor of my will, and authorize him to make all deeds and 


transfers of my real estate necessary to carry out its provisions. 
I desire my executor to pay all my just debts and funeral expenses, and I give, devise, and bequeath 


T also give and bequeath to the AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION.....................0. 
dollars for the purposes of the Union, as specified in the Act of Incorporation. And I hereby direct 
my executor (or executors) to pay said sum to the Treasurer of said Union, taking his receipt therefor, 


esr months after my decease. 

L also give, bequeath and devise to the AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION one certain lot of 
land with the buildings thereon standing (here describe the premises with exactness and particularity ), 
to be held and possessed by the said Union, their successors and assigns forever, for the purposes spe- 
cified in the Act of Incorporation. 

All the rest and residue of my estate, of whatever form or character, I give, devise, and bequeath to 


Here sign your name in the presence of three witnesses. None of the 
witnesses should be interested in the will. 

Signed, acknowledged, and declared to be his last will and testament by the. testator in our pres- 

ence, who at his (or her) request, and in the presence of him (or her) and of each other have hereunto 
subscribed our names as witnesses. 


Here the witnesses sign, giving their residences. 


Address all communications to CHAS. W. PERKINS, Creasurer 
BOX 41 BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
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MATRON AND TEACHER AT NOWGONG, ASSAM 
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THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY GRADUATES OF 1906 
— Ramapatam, South India; Lower—Insein, Burma (Karen). 
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OFFICIAL AND FINANCIAL 


THE OU'TCOME 


|* is with great regret that we are com- 

pelled to announce that the close of the 
year finds us with a debt of $85,000.64. 
The total amount received from all sources 
was $928,153.77. The expenditures, on 
the other hand, amounted to $970,117.20. 
There is thus a deficit on this year’s 
accounts of $41,963.48, which, with the 
accumulated indebtedness of previous 
years, brings our present debt up to the 
figure stated above. 

It will of course be noted that both re- 
ceipts and expenditures have increased 
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OF 'THE YEAR 
somewhat over last year. Attention should 


be called, however, to the fact that the 
growth in the amount received is due 
principally to an increase in what may be 
called fixed amounts— moneys provided 
from outside sources for specific purposes, 
and in the use of which the Union has no 
discretion. ‘These amounts, therefore, 
have added nothing to the available in- 
come. ‘The increase in expenditures, also, 
is due largely to the same general reason. 
In the next issue a more detailed interpre- 
tation of the figures will be given. 


TO PASTORS 


A LARGE number of pastors have 

sent in their subscriptions for the 
Macazine. Have you sent yours? You 
will recall the announcement made last 
month and the month preceding that a 
new rate of twenty-five cents is now charged 


pastors. You cannot afford to do without 
our Baptist foreign missionary periodical. 
You would miss it greatly if it were dis- 
continued. But unless you send in your 
subscription we must believe that you do 
not wish to receive it. 


NOTICES OF 'THE ANNUAL MEETINGS 


THE ninety-third annual meeting of 

the American Baptist Missionary 
Union will be held in the Calvary Baptist 
Church, Washington, D. C., beginning at 
10 a.m., Wednesday, May 15, 1907, and 
continuing through Thursday afternoon, 
May 16. 


W. D. CHAMBERLIN, 
Recording Secretary. 
Dayton, Ouro, April 1, 1907. 
1907 


(THE ninety-third annual meeting of 

the Board of Managers of the Ameri- 

can Baptist Missionary Union will be held 

in the Calvary Baptist Church, Washington, 

D. C., at 9 am., Wednesday, May 15, 
1907. 

ALBERT G. LAwson, 
Recording Secretary. 


New York, N. Y., April 1, 1907. 
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WHY HAVE EDUCATIONAL MISSIONS? 


AN AUTHORITATIVE ANSWER TO A FUNDAMENTAL QUESTION 


BY 


HERE was a time when educa- 
tion and evangelization stood over 
against each other, representing 
two contrasted and opposed methods of 
missionary operation. ‘The 
champion of education as 


PRESIDENT EMORY W. 


DENISON UNIVERSITY, 


HUNT 


GRANVILLE, OHIO 


us not simply to shout the message, but 
to live it and illustrate it in all of the rela- 
tionships and crises of life. Until, in the 
presence of the heathen world, we have 


lived the life of the Chris- 


a‘missionary method was 
inclined to belittle evan- 
gelization, to look with a 
degree of contempt upon 
the simple proclamation 
of the gospel message. 
The champion of evan- 
gelization, upon the other 
hand, regarded the mis- 
sionary enterprise as 
requiring litthe more than 
the traversing of the 
regions of heathendom 
with the shout, * Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand.” 

So far as those upon the 
mission field are concerned 
this controversy seems to 
have died out. They 
have discovered that the 


tian and even died the 
death of the Christian, 
the complete message has 
not been delivered. ‘The 
formation of the Chris- 
tian Educational Union of 
West China and the 
scheme for a complete 
system of Christian edu- 
cation, leading up to a 
Union Christian Uni- 
versity, gives us assurance 
that those who are 
engaged in the active 
work upon the mission 
field are persuaded that 
Christian education is an 
essential element of their 
work. 

Two considerations 
emphasize its import- 


ance: 


reduction of the heathen 


strongholds is to require 
more than a single 
pitched battle. ‘There must be an orderly 


campaign. ‘The missionary enterprise may 

have lost something of the dramatic, but 

it requires not less of the heroism of patient 

continuance. ‘The kingdom of God 

cometh not with observation.” The re- 

sponsibility which rests upon us requires 
170 


EMORY W. 


First, the most progres- 
sive of the non-christian 
peoples are discovering the 

-al value of education. They are reaching 
out for it and are resolved to have it. ‘The 
only question that remains is, Who shall 
give it to them and what type of education 
shall they receive? Experience shows 
that atheistic ideas are not likely to be 
accepted in their pure and unmixed form. 
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If they are mixed with education, they are 
much more likely to be received at home 
or abroad. There is no more vital ques- 
tion for these peoples than the question 
whether the education they receive is to 
be Christian or anti-christian. No more 
effective method could be adopted to bring 
China to Christ today than for the Christian 
forces of the world to prepare to give quick 
and adequate response to China’s appeal 
for education. 

Secondly, experience has shown that 
education and evangelization are not 
hostile to each other, but supplementary. 
Each needs the other. The evangelization 
of the great races of the East will never be 
completed by evangelists from the West. 
The translation of the message is not merely 
a linguistic process. It involves social 
and racial elements. Native workers must 
do the major part of this work. They 
already have most of the essential equip- 
ment. The best that the Christianity 


of the West can do is to complete this 
equipment by supplying the needed edu- 
cation. Education, therefore, becomes the 
most important auxiliary to the procla- 
mation of the gospel. 

Indeed, it is easy now to see that it has 
always been so. Before he ever formally 
organized a school, every intelligent Chris- 
tian missionary has devoted himself to 
the direction of his first converts as they 
attempted to give the gospel message to 
their friends. The wide opening of. the 
mission fields of the present day, the 
immense enlargement of our opportunities, 
present a demand at the present time 
upon an enormous scale, which cannot 
be met except by thoroughly organized 
schools, manned by competent teachers 
and equipped for their work. The end 
in view is evangelization. This work 
cannot be effectively done without adequate 
preparation either in America, or in Japan, 
China and Africa. 


PRACTICAL RESULTS OF SCHOOL WORK 


EDUCATION IN CITY AND JUNGLE 
BY REV. L. W. CRONKHITE, D.D. 


BASSEIN, BURMA 


E will give most of our time to 
W the little streams running under 

ground out of sight, and only 
glimpse some of the broad rivers running 
to the sea. Of course there are the quiet 
influences going out from the missionary 
to native teachers and pupils, week in and 
week out, month in and month out, for a 
series of years. The pupil is then passing 
from stage to stage of that mysterious 
development called Christian education. 
The vast majority of those whose lives are 
molded by the missionary’s influence, and 
in whom the memory of his life and char- 
acter will abide as a life-long constructive 
force, will be found among those who have 
thus been near him. Growing things 
take time, and the school contact gives you 
the time element. Then, too, it comes 
at the twig stage. Herein is the strength 
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of much of the work of our women mission- 
aries. Of one of these, in a recent letter 
in English, our noble Mi Lon says, “ 'To 
be working with such unselfish persons is 
a delight”; and one can see effective in 
Mi Lon’s daily life the traits so carefully 
fostered there twenty years ago by yet 
another. 

It is not strange, then, that nineteen 
twentieths of our native workers come from 
the schools. One-day they called us to 
the veranda to find at the bottom of the 
steps a heathen man and wifé and two most 
unkempt little girls. Would we take them 
into our school, the parents asked. Of 
course we assented. The older one very 
slowly began to lose her look of general 
wildness, and presently became one of our 
most trusted, as one of our neatest, school 
girls. Some eight years later my jungle 
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boat drew up alongside,a river-bank about 
two in the morning. My boys slept on 
the bank till daylight, then went to the 
heathen village, a half mile away. By 
the time I was dressed there appeared a 
procession of nondescript children coming 
from the village, some of them showing 
perceptible signs of beginning to be 
“descript.” The procession was headed 
by a particularly neat Karen girl, with a 
bright, womanly face, full of character. 
She was our nondescript of eight years ago. 
She was spending her long school vacation 
in passing on to the children of this heathen 
community, by a little school, something 
of what she had received. Close by was 
another of our girls similarly employed. 
This, I take it, is a universal experience in 
all missions. Another of our girls went 
away as a missionary hundreds of miles 
into a new region where the darkness was 
profound. Not long after, she was writing 
us that she had just taken her first batch 
of the girlhood of that wild region down 
to the stream for a bath preliminary to 
their entering the new school. She let 
them wash for half an hour, then called 


A VILLAGE TEACHER AND HIS PUPILS, NEAR TURA, ASSAM 


them ashore, soaped them thoroughly and 
sent them back for another half hour to 
rinse. Speaking of practical results of 
school work, this is one of them. Mission 
schools are washing the world. 
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I know I could never paint, even had I 
space, the impression made upon me one 
morning, as I stepped off the beaten jungle 
track and back a little into the woods to 
a village which I had never visited, and 
where they were not at all expecting me. 
It was a glorious morning, a beautiful 
spot, a heathen community, a grass-roofed 
bamboo-walled shanty and a hum of voices; 
and there was one of our trusty native 
evangelists conducting his little school, 
the very picture of devoted faithfulness. 
In another room his cheery-faced wife was 
attending to her household duties. San 
La Baw is a quiet man, slenderly endowed, 
poorly paid, but the kind of a man who 
can never think of himself, and who does 
not know how to be unfaithful, salary or 
no salary. ‘‘ And there are last that shall 
be first.” Meantime in the lowliest obscu- 
rity they are making the desert blossom 
as the rose. 

“ Do not tell the people not to be super- 
stitious. Show them how things are and 
they will find out how they are not. Hu- 
man bones are a dreadful thing.” So 
we bought a French skeleton and placed 
it in a glass case in 
the Bassein school- 
room. Weeks later 
our pupil janitor, 
Tha Dun Zan, owned 
up in the _prayer- 
meeting: 

When Teacher first put 
that skeleton there, I 
used to come to blow 
out the lights at nine 
o'clock. I would turn 
them all out but one, 
then turn that out and 
run. Presently I n 
to say, “‘ How foolish.” 
T made myself sit down 
by the skeleton and 
look at it. It would 
start at me and gnash 
its teeth. But I said, 
“How foolish! Itismy 


nerves.” I do not care 
anything about it now. 


You get some apparatus and you explain 
eclipses, tides and a hundred familiar 
phenomena. When the convention last 
met in Bassein, they say 4,000 natives 
visited our compound in the four days, and 
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nearly all of them visited the skeleton and 
other things. We even have some very 
modest illustrated scientific lectures in our 
annual association and in our September 
Bible school for jungle workers. 

You seek year in and year out the all- 


round development of the half dozen or . 


more men and women who form your 
corps of native teachers in your central 
school. Presently you have a body of 
informed, thinking men and women who 
are respected all over your field. 


A long article would be necessary even 
to glimpse the indirect results of educa- 
tional work. Any school work is an asset 
of the kingdom of God in its destructive 
effect upon idolatry and superstition, but 
only Christian school work is genuinely 
constructive; and Christian school work 
is worth while even when, as in the case 
of much of that of the Presbyterians in 
India, it has been largely barren of con- 
versions. When the Indian Jericho falls, 
it will be largely the work of schools. 


PROFESSOR TOPPING AND FILIPINO STUDENTS AT DUNCAN ACADEMY, 
TOKYO, JAPAN 


NATIVE PROFESSORS AND TEACHERS 


THEIR CHARACTER, ABILITY AND INFLUENCE 


BY MISS FRANCES TENCATE 
NELLORE, SOUTH INDIA 


OUBTLESS one of the most effec- 
LD tual factors in our missionary 
enterprise is the educational work. 

The densest bigotry, not only in heathen 
lands but all over the world, is found 
among the uneducated. True, not all 
who have had the advantage of our schools 
and colleges have broken away from their 
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superstitions, but the educational systems 
of the East are rapidly undermining the 
old traditions and superstitions and are 
revolutionizing the countries in which they 
exist. 

These educational systems are greatly 
dependent upon the energy of the mission- 
ary, of course, but we must not forget that 
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we could not carry on this branch of the 
work as extensively as we do, were it not 
for the native teachers. 


teachers is rapidly increasing, so that the 
government is endeavoring to abolish the 
primary teachers’ examination. In India, 
as in America, we find 
that teachers differ in 


adaptability. Some are in 
the work because they 
enjoy it; many are in it 
because of the salary 
or the social standing it 
gives. Human _ nature is 
much the same the world 
over. 

As yet we 
sufficiently 


not a 
large number 
of high grade teachers 
from the Christian com- 
munity with whom to man 
our mission schools, and 
quite a number of Brahmans 
are under our employ. As 
a rule these teachers 


have 
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BURMAN TEACHING STAFF AT 


The demand for teachers in India has 
been so great that the government has been 
compelled to press into service men and 
women of greatly varying ability. We 
have the primary teacher, whose education 
is very meager indeed, but who is able to 
impart what education he has to those who 
are unlearned. ‘The grammar school grad- 
uate fills a higher grade. Above him ranks 
the high school graduate, and then the 
college or university man. A_ suitable 
course is provided for each grade in the 
normal training schools. 

In the first two grades there are a 
number of young women employed, but 
us yet very few have qualified them- 
selves as higher grade teachers. This 
is greatly to be deplored, and we rejoice 
to note that efforts are being made in 
the East to encourage higher education 
for women. 

It is necessary to keep a very close 
supervision over teachers, especially of 
the lower grades, and yearly inspection of 
schools is a provision of the British Govern- 
ment. A teacher who proves lazy or in- 
competent is likely to find it hard to secure 
employment. ‘The number of lower grade 
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are gentlemanly, and very 
valuable co-workers so 
far as the impartation of 
secular knowledge con- 
cerned; but a majority are weak in disci- 
pline. A Brahman gentleman who would 
not condescend to hand a book or pencil 
to one of a lower social position, if left to 
his own inclination, but would throw it 
down and require the pupil to take it from 
the floor instead of from his hand, will 
frequently allow children of outeaste 
parentage to address him in a very imper- 
tinent manner. Consequently the disci- 
pline of the school rests largely with the 
missionary. 

Much of the early teaching was by rote. 
Indeed, the ancient custom was to learn, 
not from books, but from the mouth of the 
teacher as he repeated the lesson; and the 
tendency of our teachers is frequently to 
be satisfied if pupils memorize without 
much understanding, even in case of 
mathematics. 

Many of our higher grade teachers, 
however, are men fully capable of filling 
positions of trust and are doing fine work. 
When our mission schools can be manned 
by consecrated Christian teachers, who 
are college men, thoroughly prepared for 
the work, rapid strides will be made in the 
department of education. 


BURMA 
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MISSION SCHOOLS IN CHINA 


THEIR PLACE AND INFLUENCE 
BY REV. W. S. SWEET 


PRINCIPAL OF WAYLAND ACADEMY, HANGCHOW, CHINA 


HEN Jesus said to the woman of 
Samaria, “ Give me to drink,” 


and thus in an indirect way intro- 
duced the conversation that led to the sal- 
vation not only of the woman but of many 
others, he illustrated the tactfulness of 
indirect methods in soul-winning. 

The mission school is the indirect method 
of evangelistic work, but it has perhaps 
been more fruitful in producing the changes 
now going on in China, than any other form 
of missionary effort. 

To introduce mission schools into China 
was to put a virile plant in its native soil. 
His hereditary capital is manifested 
wherever the Chinese student has come 
into competition with other nationalities. 
He has never taken second place. In Yale, 
last year, out of 3,000 students about fifty 
were admitted to the honor roll. ‘There 
were but ten Chinese students in the univer- 
sity, but the name of one of these is on the 
honor list in civil engineering. At the 
University of Chicago I am told, a Chinese 


student secured his Bachelor of Arts degree 
at twenty years of age and will have his 
degree of Doctor of Philosophy at twenty- 
two. A Chinese student, but three years 
in this country, took all the mathematics 
for a Bachelor of Arts degree at Denison 
during one summer semester. He had 
studied the subjects five years before in 
Chinese in a school in Hankow. This is 
the soil in which mission schools in China 
have been planted. 

What were the causes that brought forth 
the edict abolishing the ancient system of 
examinations? For a score or more of 
years mission school students have been 
writing in the examinations of their respec- 


tive colleges and of the government. These * 


were brought into comparison. When 
the public schools of Western learning 
were established, patterned after the mis- 
sion school, the ancient system was swept 
away. ‘This is one of the greatest reforms 
that any nation has ever witnessed. 

What were the first causes that devel- 
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oped the movement for unbound feet ? 
The mission boards sent out many young 
women to China, who opened girls’ schools. 
As a rule they insisted that the pupils 
should unbind their feet. They struggled 
ca, often against the native pastors and 
older missionaries. When girls’ schools 
of Western pattern were organized by the 
government, they too insisted upon un- 
bound feet. ‘Then it was an easy thing for 
the Empress Dowager by an edict to lift 
forever the burden of the women of China. 
What a privilege to bless one third of the 
women of the earth! 

What were the causes that led Chang 
Chih Tung to introduce the Bible as a 
textbook of morals into the schools of his 
district ? When the pupils from the mission 
schools came into tests with other pupils 
our men were generally the winners. 
Chang Chih Tung asked, “ Why is this?” 
In his own city was the virile Griffith John, 
whose life helped the viceroy to the con- 
clusion that it was the Book. From this the 
Bible went into the schools of 58,000,000 
of the empire. 

What caused the edict instituting a civil 
Sabbath in all the public offices? When 


the Sabbath was invariably adopted as a 
day of rest. It was not a great step 
from this to the‘ edict establishing the 
civil Sabbath. 

Whence came the influences that took 
all the barbarities from the penal code of 
China? This great work was accom- 
plished by Wu Ting Fang, for many years 
minister from China to this country. It 
is said that when a boy he attended the 
mission schools of Canton, from which 
beginning he secured the knowledge which 
fitted him to lift the awful horror of heathen- 
ish night from the misguided criminal 
classes of China. It is the custom of most 
missions to have a woman missionary in 
charge of their day schools. If that was 
true in this case, it was the heart and mind 
of a woman which has thus blessed the 
world. 

Let me give a concrete illustration of 
the special opportunities the mission school 
has in calling the attention of the official 
and literary classes to the gospel. Hang- 
chow was highly favored in being the 
birthplace of a man of high ideals. 
From his own fortune this man established 
several schools of Western learning in our 

city. After his death his 
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NEW BUILDING OF THE ASHMORE THEOLOGICAL SEMI- 


NARY, SWATOW, CHINA 


students went from mission schools into 
the public offices they missed the Sab- 
bath which they had known in school. 
When government schools were organized, 
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birthday was made a time 
for the gathering of all the 
officials, literati and students 
of the city at his grave to 
worship his spirit and thus 
do him honor. Through 
our Chinese professors we 
secured invitations to this 
ceremony. ‘Twenty of our 
most stalwart pupils, dressed 
in their silk robes and] satin 
caps, lined up before the 
grave, but instead of wor- 
shipping they removed their 
caps and four of the num- 
ber took a floral emblem 
and placed it on the grave. 
All then replaced their 
caps and marched away. 
I was told that for some 
time the topic of conversa- 
tion among the assembled multitude was 
the worshipping of God and the honoring 
of ancestors. 

It would be fatal for our churches to 
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refuse the appeals from western, central, 
eastern and southern China for thoroughly 
equipped academies at once. Each one 
of these districts should have a college in 
the near future. 

Then may the Chinese Baptists gird up 
the loins of their minds and prepare to 
help lift the ancient empire into a Christian 
civilization. 


A DUNCAN ACADEMY 
GRADUATE 


R. Yoshizo Yamada, one of the 
M graduates this year from the 
Higher Course (Kolokwa) of the 
Tokyo Gakuin (Duncan Academy), has 
won honor for himself and the school. In 
January he entered the lists among twenty 
competitors for a position as_ translator 
on the staff of the Seoul Press, the English 
daily paper recently started in the Korean 
capital. Only three succeeded in passing 
the examination (in English), and Mr. 
Yamada was first. Although the final 
examinations and graduating exercises 
would not come till the latter part of March, 
he studied up and took all his examinations, 
so that he was able to leave Tokyo early 
in February for his new post. Mr. Ya- 
mada, by the way, is also an alumnus of our 
academic course (Class of 1902), and the 
only one so far to graduate from both of 
our courses. 

We have heard from Mr. Yamada since 
he arrived at Seoul; and I take the liberty 
of quoting some of his communications: 
“TI find the Koreans amiable; I will love 
them with all my heart. . . . They must 
be loved and treated kindly. Japanese 
influence here is great; and Koreans are 
not to be crushed but elevated.” 

He always refers with the deepest grati- 
tude to his years of study in our school, and 
he feels the responsibility resting on him to 
bring honor upon his alma mater, his 
friends and his Saviour. One of the young 
men who also passed the examination 
turned out so dissipated that he had to be 
sent back to Japan. Therefore all the 
more does Mr. Zumoto, the manager and 
editor of the Seoul Press, appreciate Mr. 
Yamada’s steadiness and faithfulness. — 
Ernest W. CLEMENT. 
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EDUCATIONAL UNION IN 
WEST CHINA 

"THE advance movement along secular 

educational lines in China has necessi- 
tated an aggressive educational policy by 
the missionary societies working there. 
Accordingly, all the various missions in 
West China, “recognizing the advisa- 
bility of such conformity of Christian 
missionary education to the Chinese official 
scheme in grades of schools, course of 
study and methods, as is compatible with 
Christian ideals,” have united to form the 
Christian Educational Union of West 
China. The aim of the Union is to 
“promote the unification and centraliza- 
tion of all Christian primary and secondary 
educational institutions for boys and girls,” 
and the organization of a Union Christian 
University. Plans have already been 
matured for a uniform course of study, 
uniform examinations and the use of the 
same text-books in all the lower grade 
Christian schools. Rev. Joseph Taylor of 
our Yachow Mission is chairman of the 
committee in charge. 
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THE MEETINGS AT 


WASHINGTON AND 


JAMESTOWN 


MAY 15 TO 24 


T is nineteen years since the Anniver- 

saries were last held in the city of 

Washington, and the annual meetings 
which occur there this month, will be of 
exceptional interest and importance. The 
city itself will be a splendid attraction, and 
the Anniversaries will give a fine oppor- 
tunity to visit the many points of interest 
in and about the nation’s capital. Dr. 
S. H. Greene and his people have thrown 
open their church, their hearts and their 
homes, and will give a royal welcome to the 
hosts of their brethren who will come from 
north and west to discuss the great work 
of the denomination. 

Following the annual meeting of the 
Woman’s Baptist Home Mission Society 
on Monday and ‘Tuesday, and the meetings 
of the Woman’s Baptist Foreign Missionary 
Societies at eight thirty Wednesday morn- 
ing, the Anniversaries proper will begin 
with the annual meeting of the Missionary 
Union, on Wednesday and Thursday. 
In the absence of President Keen in Europe, 
and Vice-president Woodward in the Far 
Zast, the first session will be called to 
order by Vice-president I. W. Carpenter, 
Wednesday morning at ten o'clock, and 
five sessions will be held, continuing 
through ‘Thursday afternoon. ‘The meet- 
ings of the Union will be of special interest. 
The platform speaking will be unusually 
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good, and a unique feature will be one 
entire session devoted to an open parlia- 
ment on the work of the Missionary Union. 
Opportunity will be given for questions on 
all phases of the subject, and for a frank 
discussion of all problems connected with 
the work. The introduction of the new 
appointees is always a most impressive 
service, and will be a feature of this 
year’s meeting. Greetings will be brought 
by some of the missionaries, and there will 
be addresses by some of the workers at 
home, including Secretary Moore, of the 
Young People’s Forward Movement, Rev. 
C. H. Moss, of Massachusetts, and Rey. 
D. D. Munro, D.D., of Connecticut. 
Following the sessions of the Missionary 
Union anniversary all delegates will come 
together in the eagerly anticipated general 
meeting of the denomination. ‘Thursday 
evening will be given to discussion on the 
motion to form a national organization, 
led by Dr. W. C. Bitting of St. Louis and 
Secretary A. J. Rowland of Philadelphia. 
Friday morning the report of the committee 
on organization will be discussed by the 
delegates in speeches limited to five min- 
utes each, following an address by Professor 
Shailer Matthews of the University of 
Chicago on the functions of the proposed 
organization. ‘The questions to be con- 
sidered are of most vital importance to the 
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whole denomination, and as widely diver- 
gent views are held there promises to be a 
very warm and earnest debate. ‘The whole 
subject has been well threshed out in the 
weekly press, and if time has been given 
to prayer for the Spirit’s guidance, we may 
safely trust the decision of that meeting. 

Commencing on Friday afternoon and 
continuing through Saturday afternoon, the 
time will be given to the Publication Society, 
and we may be sure that Secretaries Row- 
land and Seymour and their associates will 
provide a most profitable series of meetings. 

The Historical Society will probably 
find time for its session 
on Saturday, and Sunday 
will be a day of mass 
meetings. The annual 
missionary sermon will 
be preached Sunday 
morning by Dr. R. S. 
MacArthur of New 
York, and in the even- 
ing addresses will be 
given by Rev. H. A. 
Porter of Oklahoma, and 
others. 

The closing sessions 
will be those of the 
Home Mission Society, 
in the celebration 
of its seventy-fifth 
anniversary. We are 
unable to announce 
the program for these 
meetings, but that they 


will be of excep- 
tional interest cer- 
tain. It will be a REV. 8. 


great occasion for our 

home mission friends, and so for all of us, 
and the two days, ending Tuesday noon, 
will be full of attraction from beginning 
to end. 

Tuesday afternoon all will leave for 
Jamestown, where will be held the first 
meeting of the General Convention of the 
Baptists of North America since its orga- 
nization at St. Louis. There will be five 
sessions, beginning Wednesday afternoon 
and closing Thursday evening. All 
meetings will be held in the Convention 
Hall of the exposition, and will be of creat 
interest, uniting as it will representatives 
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of the denomination in the United States 
north and south, Canada, Mexico, Cuba 
and Porto Rico. During our own Anni- 
versaries at Washington the Southern 
Baptist Convention will be in session at 
Richmond, and all will come together at 
Jamestown. 

The first session will be given to ad- 
dresses by eight of the missionary organi- 
zations of the united denomination, 
detailing noteworthy events in the work of 
their societies during the last two years. 
This will set a high standard for sueceed- 
ing sessions, but the program _pre- 
pared is such that interest 
and enthusiasm should 
steadily rise. |Wednes- 
day evening the subject 
will be, “To What 
Extent May a Christian 
Denomination Properly 
Engage in the Correction 
of Public Evils?” and 
the speakers will be 
Dr. O. P. Gifford of: 
Buffalo, N. Y., and Rev. 
J. E. White of Atlanta, 
Ga. 

Two topics will be 
under consideration 
Thursday morning: 
“Is an Articulated Sys- 
tem of Baptist Summer 
Assemblies with Certain 
Uniform Features Desir- 
able and Practicable? ” 
presented by Dr. W. 
J. Williamson of St. 
Louis, and “The Sig- 
nificance of the Mission- 
ary Movement Among the Young People,” 
on which Secretary Chivers of the Home 
Mission Society will speak. Discussion 
will follow each address. 

‘Thursday afternoon will be given to an 
open parliament, when several matters 
will be presented for consideration. 
Some of these will probably be: An invita- 
tion to the World Baptist Alliance to 
hold its meeting in this country in 1910; 
the new Baptist Brotherhood; and uniform 
divorce laws. ‘This session should be one 
of the most interesting of all, and one of 
the most important in practical results. 


179 


GREENE 


| | | | 


( THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY MAGAZINE ) 


The closing session will be held Thurs- 


day evening, when President E. Y. Mullins © 


of the Southern Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary will speak on “The Contribution 
of Baptists to American Civilization.” 
A great social reunion will probably close 
this session. 

In connection with the meetings of the 
General Convention there will be a Baptist 
exhibit, in a building erected for the purpose 
by Virginia Baptists, in which everything 
pertaining to Baptists will be displayed. 
Our missionary societies will be repre- 
sented, as well as our leading educational 
institutions. ‘The exhibit will remain open 
all summer, and will afford a splendid 
opportunity to the thousands who visit the 
exposition, both during the meetings of the 


General Convention and later, to see what 
our denomination is doing in all lands. 

Such is the feast that is to be spread 
before the Baptists of the country this 
month. ‘To say that every one will wish 
to attend is expressing it tritely. Calvary 
Church in Washington and the Convention 
Hall at Jamestown should be packed by 
the delegates. A New England train will 
run, in charge of Mr. C. S. Parr, 525 
Tremont Temple, Boston, and __ large 
delegations will come from other sections 
of the country. Every city and church 
should be represented. Send your pastor 
and come yourself. Finally, pray earnestly 
each day for the meetings, that the Spirit 
of God may be present and the power of 
God may be manifested. 


MESSAGES FROM SECRETARY MABIE 


EN ROUTE TO THE SHANGHAI CONFERENCE 


I. OVERLAND TO THE PACIFIC 


VISIT to Japan and China derives 
A not a little of its interest from what 

may be termed the prelude, in the 
journey of several days across the country 
required to reach the steamship. 

As I have made this cross-country trip 
five times since my round-the-world tour 
in 1890, the sense of novelty then experi- 
enced is of course somewhat lessened; 
nevertheless, the journey between Boston 
and San Francisco, by whichever route 
traveled, is always a matter of uncommon 
interest. The vast stretches of country 
crossed, the varieties of climate felt in a 
few brief days, from Boston enshrouded 
in snow to the rose-bordered avenues of 
Riverside or Pasadena, the triumphs of 
engineering witnessed through the Rockies, 
the dreary desert wastes traversed, all lend 
themselves to reveries connected with 
things vast and far-reaching. One there- 
after never lives in the same small world 
again. 

Particularly is this true if one is upon a 
world-errand and has left behind a multi- 
tude of brethren sympathetic with his 
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errand. As he journeys on he finds at 
each stage of the way swelling numbers 
of brethren hospitable to his errand, and 
eager for his message, and such a trip will 
be an experience ever to be remembered. 

I had planned on this trip to spend the 
first of two sabbaths at Kansas City. Our 
large-hearted and ever alert District Secre- 
tary, Dr. I. N. Clark, met us at the station 
and took us to his home. A couple of 
hours later we found ourselves at the First 
Baptist Church, where I spoke on the 
resurrection-errand of our Lord: namely, 
that of discipling the nations to himself. 
In the evening Dr. McConnelvery cordi- 
ally invited me to take his pulpit, and for 
an hour I spread out before his people 
the China of the present with its remark- 
able promise for the Kingdom. 

After a day of stop and rest at Colton, 
Cal., where I met a colony of family rela- 
tives, of which my cousin, Rev. John S. 
Mabie, is the nucleus, and picked up my 
niece, Dr. Catharine Mabie, who will 
accompany me to the East, my next 
important stop was at Riverside. Here I 
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found a Bible and Missionary Institute 
in progress. Many friends old and new 
were there to participate, and generous 
opportunity was given me for the best I 
could offer them, whether in presentation 
of Bible truth or of fresh facts from the 
mission field. ‘The new pastor, Rev. W. L. 
Tucker, has things well in hand, as was 
evidenced not only by good words spoken 
on all sides, but also by that crucial test, 
a foreign mission collection taken on 
Sunday morning, which amounted to 
$10,000. It was very cheering to hear of 
the many signs of rising interest in this 
branch of work all along the coast. 

But the climax of all welcomes joined 
with opportunities for a large hearing of 
our inmost messages came at Los Angeles 
on Sunday and Monday last. At Pasadena 
Sunday morning, at the First Church, 
Los Angeles (Dr. Northrop’s) in the after- 
noon, in a mass meeting of the Baptists 
at Dr. Burdette’s great auditorium gather- 
ing for a few minutes in the evening, at 
the ministers’ meeting Monday morning, 
and at a grand banquet of the social union 
Monday evening, where were gathered 
250 of the élite of our churches, among 
whom were old friends by the dozen, — I 
had ample privileges which I used to the 
utmost to enlist afresh sympathy for our 
great work beyond the seas. ‘The West 
is cordial and enthusiastic everywhere; 
but for downright blazing enthusiasm, for 
handshakes that grip the soul, for the 
power of rising memories of the old times 
and bonds of the Eastern homes and life 
revived by such meetings, commend me 
to contact with the people of southern 
California. Chicago, Indianapolis, St. Paul, 
Minneapolis, New York, Philadelphia and 
Boston are all there enlarged in heart 
and mellowed in spirit by the transplanting 
process. 

At San Francisco we had a stop of but 
a day; enough to see the ruins of the deso- 
lated city, plus the extraordinary vigor 
shown in the rebuilding, as well as for a 
very hearty reception at the First Church 
the evening before sailing. Dr. Burlin- 
game, the devoted and resourceful pastor, 
was host and as in other coast cities num- 
bers of old friends came out to greet us 
and to bid us bon voyage and Godspeed. 
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Numerous letters reached me at the ship, 
expressive of warm fellowship on my 
errand to the missions. A telegram from 
our church at Brattleboro, signed “ Pastor 
Lawson,” is among them. 

S. S. “Srperra,” San Francisco, Febru- 
ary 21. 


II. FACTORS IN HAWAIIAN MISSIONS 
YVAATEVER estimate may be placed 


on the movement to’ evangelize the 
Hawaiians, the evangelistic factor alone 
proved insufficient. It is well known 
that the missionaries of the American 
Board, through a short and apparently 
decisive campaign, which has been charac- 
terized as “ one of the epics of the kingdom 
of God,” seemed to accomplish marvels in 
the transformation of the heathen, and in 
some respects they succeeded. The first 
missionaries who reached the Islands 
found that by a remarkable concurrence 
in providence scarcely equalled in mis- 
sionary history, the idols had already been 
burned, the deadly taboo had been dis- 
continued and everything was ripe for a 
great evangelical ingathering. ‘True, vices 
of the grossest sort were rampant; but in 
the face of this, the gospel won its way to 
so extraordinary a degree that the work 
had the marks of one long Pentecost. 
It has been widely thought that mission 
work here was discontinued much too 
soon. The very announcement of such 
decision was made the occasion of new 
license by all the worst elements of man- 
kind frequenting the Islands, and it left 
the native churches, so recently out of 
paganism, defenseless. ‘The Christian re- 
sult in many respects has proved disheart- 
ening, and absurd as it is, the defects which 
have appeared have been charged to the 
account of missions, instead of to the dis- 
continuance of mission work, as would have 
been more just. The decimation of the 
population which has dwindled from 400,- 
000 in Captain Cook’s time to 30,000 at the 
present, is no product of the gospel of the 
Prince of Peace, but rather of the walk 
to and fro through the earth of the arch 
destroyer. So, alas! many of the Hawaiian 
Christians have lapsed from grace; and 
instances are quoted of some who have 
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been found worshiping at ancient native 
altars. If apostasies like this have set 
in, let them be laid at the door of the white 
emissaries of the pit who have ever 
struggled in the face of God and man to 
make of this natural Paradise the tender- 
loin region of the Pacific. 

It would, however, be an erroneous in- 
ference to conclude that Christian achieve- 
ment in these islands is to be measured 
by the number of native Hawaiian churches 
surviving, or the native product in citizen- 
ship, character, industry or what not. 
The population now is most composite. 
There are in these islands 15,000 Chinese, 
65,000 Japanese, many Koreans, not to 
mention the several thousands of Portu- 
guese and other Europeans, and Americans. 
Among all these, Christian work is done. 

In this article it is my aim to present an 
important index of this work as it is ex- 
pressed in Christian educational institu- 
tions of the Islands, and especially the 
Mid-Pacific Institute. ‘The present prin- 
cipal of the institute is Mr. Frank W. 
Damon, a grand-nephew on his mother’s 
side of the immortal Samuel J. Mills, and 
a most forceful and accomplished mission- 
ary and educator he is, familiar with more 
than one language now spoken in the 
Islands, although giving his special efforts 
to a school for Chinese boys. 

The early missionaries were not only 
ardent evangelists, but, true to their New 
England heritage, they were great educa- 
tors as well. ‘They planned for a system 
of common schools and a seminary in 
which to train a succession of leaders for 
the churches. ‘Then followed the old story: 
the home churches declined to respond 
with needed funds for so far-reaching a 
work, and education fell into the hands of 
the government. Christian management 
failed, the leaders deteriorated and churches 
declined. The relics of the missionary 
familes in the Islands, however, joined with 
some noble Hawaiians to begin in new 
conditions to educate remaining and in- 
coming youth of whatever racial origin. 
Thus they made the most of what existed. 
The result now manifest is a series of high 
grade schools. ‘The well-equipped Kame- 
hameha School for Hawaiian youth, the 


Oahu College, originally for the children 
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of the missionaries, the Kawaiahao Girls’ 
Seminary, the Mills Institute and the 
Japanese Boarding School, since last Sep- 
tember have been placed under one manage- 
ment, known as the Mid-Pacific Institute, 
although having separate teaching faculties. 
Thus work is carried on among several 
races, English, Hawaiian, Chinese, Japan- 
ese and Koreans, and all work is thoroughly 
and aggressively Christian. The Chinese 
boys in Mr. Damon’s school are uniformed, 
and all these races are being rapidly 
Anglicised. Four of them, speaking 
admirable English, are first cabin passen- 
gers on our steamer going over to the land 
of their fathers to look about and study 
new conditions there. For myself, I can 
not resist the conviction that when China 
shall once become Christianized she will 
exert a mighty influence upon all these 
Pacific islands and peoples, including the 
Philippines. Japan may also do so if 
present tendencies to superciliousness can 
be overcome. May we _ not, therefore, 
conclude that the work of the missionaries 
even in Hawaii was more far-reaching 
than some have thought; that in the divine 
mind it contemplated the Christian in- 
gathering and training of just such crowds 
of Chinese, Japanese and Korean youths 
as the Damons, the Scudders, the Hornes 
and others in Honolulu are now educating 
in increasing numbers ? 

The Mid-Pacific Institute is just now 
raising additional endowment funds to the 
amount of $250,000, besides $100,000 
special for additional buildings. Missions 
on their Christian educational side are still 
the most far-reaching expression of Chris- 
tian propagandism known to the Church. 

May friends of the American Baptist 
Missionary Union who have heard some- 
what of late concerning the importance of a 
fund for higher educational purposes in 
our various missions observe, reflect and 
prepare to act worthily of themselves and 
of the vast enterprises committed to their 
hands in similar mission fields. 

S.S. Mid-Pacific, March 6. 
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1 POPUCAR RECIGION 


FORMS OF HEATHEN WORSHIP 


BY REV. W. B. BULLEN 


SENDAI, JAPAN 


ASSING through our city of Sendai 
one day we saw all along the street 
bright decorations in paper of all 

colors, red, green, blue, yellow, white and 
purple. ‘There were long streamers against 
which our heads sometimes struck. Paper 
dresses of various sizes were. hanging from 
little poles run out from the houses. We 
had never seen quite so general a decora- 
tion of the streets and wondered what it 
was all about. Our teacher of Japanese 
who comes from a different part of the 
country had never seen anything of the 
kind and was as much in the dark as we. 
Miss Buzzell, our fellow missionary, told 
us the story. Long ages ago there wus a 
pretty seamstress who made clothes for 
the gods. This maiden and a shepherd 
fell in love and were duly married. She 
proved a devoted wife, and was so busy 
looking after her husband’s needs that she 
had no attention to give to celestial tailor- 
ing. ‘The gods, and especially the god- 
desses, were in a pretty stew, not having 
any one to do their sewing. However, 
they were wise enough to devise a remedy: 
they took the bride away from her husband 
and settled her on the other side of the 
Milky Way, where you may see her still 
if you know where to look. One night 
in the year the lonely girl, for she is per- 
petually young, is allowed to cross the 
Milky Way and visit her husband. The 
people had decorated the city because it 
was that night which Tanabata was to 
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spend with her husband, and even Miss 
Buzzell confessed that somehow she always 
felt happy that night for the sake of the 
fabulous maiden. 

The place the religions of Japan have 
had is indicated by the temples and shrines 
which are numerous in most of the old 
sections of the country. On a great many 
of the spots of magnificent scenery in this 
beautiful land temples are found, for the 
priests not only brought into the land 
many of the elements of its civilization 
but were lovers of art and beauty. ‘Tucked 
away in the valleys or perched on the tops 
of almost inaccessible hills are temples and 
shrines, which even at the present time 
thousands of pilgrims a year visit in a set 
order for the sake of acquiring merit. I 
recall a temple in the beautiful Inland 
Sea, on an uninhabited island, a mere 
rock, which is a very popular resort. Old 
women hardly able to walk about will 
somehow manage to climb up steep 
mountain slopes to a shrine, in the fond 
hope that thus they may regain health and 
strength. Back of the city of Kobe, along 
the path through the woods, are over a 
hundred little shrines in all states of preser- 
vation. One of the sights is an idol which 
is given a very comical aspect by a dozen 
or more children’s bibs fastened about 
its neck, securing life and prosperity to 
the youngsters. I have seen big wooden 
idols disfigured by — is it possible ? — yes, 
surely it is nothing else than spitballs! 
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You see, the credulous folk write prayers 
on paper or buy them for next to nothing, 
make them into spitballs and throw them 
at the god, in the confidence that if they 
stick, the prayers will be answered. Walk- 
ing in the country I have seen images with 
little stones on the portions where they 
could stay. ‘The thought is the same: the 
stones represent prayers which will have 
their answer if the stones remain on the 
object at which they are thrown. I have 
heard of a prayer board in a hotel on which 
prayers were pasted flat till they were 
eleven inches thick in the middle of the 
board. 

Those who have read much in the maga- 
zines about Japan during the last two years 
may nevertheless not have seen much about 
idols, but they are here on every hand. 
You can buy strings of “ gods ” made of 
wood, so tiny that you can send them in 
letters, while at some of the temples huge 
figures are to be seen. It is sometimes said 
to a sluggish fellow, “‘ Why are you sitting 
there like a big stone Budda?” I asked 
a young woman who wished to be bap- 
tized, about her religious life before she 
heard of Christ. She was puzzled to find 
anything to answer. They had _ the 
customary god shelf in her home, but it 
did not mean anything to her. So far as 
she could recall, her parents never wor- 
shiped at the domestic shrine. Why 
then did they have it? “ Because it was 
the custom of the land,” a reason which 
has to be responsible for a great deal in 
other countries than Japan. However, 
with many of the older people the worship 
of idols is one they take very seriously. A 
staunch Christian living near Sendai wished 
to give a present to a missionary who was 
going on furlough, and the missionary 
asked about the ancestral tablets which 
she knew he still had. He thought of the 
matter a little and concluded to let her 
take them, and later said, “It is a great 
relief to me to have those things gone; 
as long as they were here they were con- 
stantly tempting me to worship.” A few 
years ago a splendid Christian young man 
died in Sendai and even for him the family 
set up an altar and tried to make his Chris- 
tian widow pray to him. 

Once a year, late in the summer, there 

184 


occurs the festival of the dead. On a cer- 
tain night the departed souls are expected 
to return to the earth for a few hours, and 
for their convenience little boats, bearing 
edibles, are set adrift in brooks and rivers 
which flow to the sea. I barely missed the 
interesting sight this year in a town 
thronged by country folk gathered for the 
annual event. The craft seemed to have 
been very various, and I was told that 
some of them cost as much as a hundred 
or a hundred and fifty dollars. 

I was in a train once last year in the 
early morning. When the glorious sun 
had come clearly into view over the moun- 
tains, a man a few seats in front of me 
closed his eyes, inclined his head, placed 
his palms in the attitude of adoration and 
moved his lips in inaudible prayer to the 
great source of light and life. Surely this 
was far better than to worship “a dirty 
god on a shelf.” 

In our hasty summary we have noted 
nature worship, idol worship and ancestor 
worship; but these are only glimpses of 
the many different ways in which the 
popular religion reveals itself. 


DAYS OF PROMISE 


"['HESE days are full of work and 

promise. Yesterday we baptized 
twelve men from our outstations. More 
wished to unite with the church, but after 
careful thought we decided that they ought 
to wait. ‘The chief difficulty is to keep the 
church pure and strong. 

This is the day of opportunity for us in 
China. I tremble to think that it may pass 
before we have made the most of it. We 
need a man at Yachow to take care of our 
educational work. I am happy to say 
that as I passed through one of our out- 
stations, I found a good day school with 
the resident evangelist in charge. Boys 
and girls (with unbound feet) were at 
work in our own building. Everything 
around them is made to count for a Chris- 
tian life. In ten years’ time I hope to see a 
corps of preachers trained in our own 
schools ready for work with our churches. 
We take courage and go forward. — 
JosePH Taytor, Yachow. 
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THE HOME 


NHE Home for Missionaries’ Children 
in Burton, on Vashon Island, Wash- 
ington, was built by Rev. S. W. 

Beaven, and he and his wife were in charge 
of it until about three years ago, when his 
two sisters assumed the care. In the 
spring of 1905, the Beaven sisters decided 
to move to Ontario, Cal., and the home was 
without a matron until September, when 
my sister and I came. We found a large, 
pleasant house, with ample lawn, and 
playgrounds sloping down to the sound 
at the back of the house. 

The*home is on a little peninsula jutting 
out from Vashon Island, and every room 
is large and pleasant. Steamers run to 
Tacoma 
(nine miles 
away) three 
times a day 
during the 
summer, and 
twice daily 
in the winter 
months. The 
climate is 
ideal. The 
winter is very 
mild, with 
but little cold 
weather. The 
summer is 
just warm 
enough to 
be delight- 
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THE BURTON 
HOME 
FOR THE 
CHILDREN 

OF 
MISSIONARIES 


BY MISS M. E. CURTICE 


THE CHILDREN AT THE BURTON HOME: 
MILDRED AND DONALD KEMP 


MISS CURTICE 


ful, with the fresh breeze from the salt 
water. 

The home was formerly in charge of 
Pacific Coast Baptists, but the Missionary 
Union assumed control last year, putting 


-it on the same basis as the homes at Morgan 


Park, Newton Centre and Newton. 

We have good schools here, a graded 
school, a high school, and Vashon College, 
with not a saloon on the whole island. 

The one thing we lack is children. The 
only ones we have this year are Donald 
and Mildred Kemp, children of Rev. 
and Mrs. H. A. Kemp, of Chowchowfu, 


China. Those who are in the home are 
always in the best of health, and seem to 
be happy and 

contented. 
The Burton 


home is the 
nearest to our 
fields in 
Japan, China 
and the 
Philippines, 
a matter of 
considerable 
importance. 
If the out- 
going mis- 
sionaries_ will 
call on us, we 
can show 
as pleasant a 
home as any. 
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ADVENTURES IN A MORO MARKET 


MINDANAO AND ITS STRANGE MOUNTAINEERS 
BY REV. R. C. THOMAS, M.D. 


JARO, P. I. 


NE of the most interesting sights in 
() my recent trip to Mindanao was 
the market at Iligan. Although 
the Visayan is the only one who is com- 
monly seen in the towns about the coast, 
the Moro is permitted to come down from 
his inland fastness once a week, without 
arms, to do trading in the market-place. 
The market scene on “ Moro day ”’ is 
a brilliant one. These strange people are 
not content with the milder shades of 
gaudiness that occasionally bedeck the 
Visayan: nothing will satisfy them but 
the most bizarre combinations of all the 
colors of the spectrum, which they torture 
into headgear and vestments of varied 
description. Some of these garments are 
quite foreign to the ordinary Filipino ap- 
parel, as, for example, the brilliant turban 
and the tightly fitting pantaloons. The 


which to remember these friends was at 
first futile. An enterprising young man 
who went about flashing a large ring on 
his finger was dumbfounded when I asked 
him how much he would take for it. He 
gave me one look and icily replied, “ Seno- 
rita.” From this I concluded that he was 
engaged, and felt like apologizing and 
undoubtedly should have done so had I 
known the suitable expression in Moro 
dialect. I then ventured to attempt the 
purchase of a little wallet that a lady wore 
about her neck, but she also slew me with 
a look. I imagine that it contained some 
amulet or charm, or possibly portions of 
the Koran, as these people are Mohamme- 
dans. Not discouraged, I successfully 
bartered about three and a half cents for 
a wooden “ cedula ” or poll tax box. The 
owner, an old, greasy “ datto,” or chieftain, 
was punctilious in ex- 
plaining that the papers 
were not to be included 
in the bargain. ‘To this 
I acquiesced, as they 
were not very clean. 
Once more we went on 
the “war path” and 
this time laid siege to 
the fascinating wife of 
a rich chieftain. It was 
clear that she was of 
true blue blood and 
opulent to a degree, for 
her garments were 
numerous and varie- 
gated. On every con- 
venient portion of her 
person, such as ears, 


MARKET STREET IN JARO, P. 


close jacket with bright buttons down the 
front is also unique. 

My effort to secure a keepsake or two by 
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fingers, and __ hair, 
dangled “ fixings.” Her 
face was decorated with 
paint and powder, and her teeth were 
polished and black as jet. Altogether she 
was a person greatly to be desired., Her 
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manner was courtly as well and she re- 
ceived my overtures, when I inquired if 
any of the goods upon her person were 
salable, with dignity but without encourage- 
ment. There was one article, however, 
that I coveted, and with true Yankee relish 
for a trade I persisted in my purpose. ‘This 
was a slender bamboo box about as large 
as a small pencil, that served as a protection 
for a finger nail of some inches in length 
that adorned her little finger. ‘The little 
box was a neat affair, and I reasoned that 
it would be the best sort of a keepsake, 
for it would remind me of the thoughtful 
consideration of the Moro ladies who 
sheathed their weapons of offense in the 
interest of those whom otherwise they 
might unintentionally scratch. It was of 
no use, however, and I was turning away 
disappointed, when I caught sight of a pair 
of bright eyes that suddenly flashed from 
behind the broad back of a “ datto ” who 
stood by, and, to my amazement, a finger 
guard similar to the one coveted was 
thrust out at me. ‘The daughter of a chief, 
who had shyly sought this refuge, had 
taken pity on the chagrin of a bachelor 
who could secure no token of the other 
lady’s favor and had winsomely stepped 
into the breach herself. It was a delicate 
attention that was not lost upon the re- 
cipient. 

Surely a Moro market has some ad- 
vantages over civilization’s bazars, for the 
dazzling combination of jewelry, paint and 
feathers is better than Boston’s show 
windows in Christmas week; but for a 
good, up-to-date bargain give me an old- 
fashioned “ mark-down sale ” on Temple 
Place. 


INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY 
UNION 


THE annual meeting of the International 

Missionary Union at Clifton Springs, 
New York, is anticipated by very many 
of the missionaries, past and present, of the 
different boards, as a time of inspiration 
and unique interest. About 1,100 mis- 
sionaries of all denominations belong to the 
Union, from 100 to 150 of whom are in this 
country and canattend the gathering. The 
twenty-fourth annual meeting occurs this 
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year June 5-11, and, as usual, entertain- 
ment will be provided by the Clifton 
Springs Sanitarium and the villagers for 
all foreign missionaries who may be present 
and all appointees of the several boards. 
It is a rare privilege to attend one of these 
gatherings, and it is to be hoped that many 
of our own missionaries will be present. 
Requests for information should be sent 
to the corresponding . secretary, Mrs. 


Hf. J. Bostwick, Clifton Springs, New York. 


NEW MISSIONARIES 


BLEV new missionaries have been 

appointed thus far this year, including 
four young women. ‘The men are Volney 
A. Ray, of Galt, Ontario; G. H. Strouse, 
of Crozer Theological Seminary; L. E. 
Worley, L. B. Rogers, Charles Ruther- 
ford and M. C. Parish, of Rochester 
Theological Seminary; and F. W. Harding, 
of Hamilton Theological Seminary. ‘The 
young women represent the Woman's 
Baptist Foreign Missionary Society. They 
are as follows: Miss Bertha W. Clark, 
Miss Nettie A. Robb, Miss Bessie E. 
Harvey and Miss Edna E. K. Linsley. 
Besides these, three men appointed pre- 
viously whose sailing has hitherto been 
prevented, expect to go this year. They 
are A. E. Bigelow and B. E. Robison, 
of Chicago, and W. D. Gates, of Rochester. 


“WORTH TWICE THE 
MONEY 


E are glad of the assurance which 

comes to us that so many subscribers 
to the samples of new literature feel that 
this is something they cannot afford to do 
without, even at the increased subscription 
price of fifty cents. One pastor writes: 


I regard this as one of the important ways in 
which to keep in best touch with our missionary 
enterprises, and feel more than repaid every time 
a package of samples appears on my desk. The 
last package, containing “‘ Hints and Helps for 
the Sunday School” was worth the whole 
amount of the subscription for a year. Some 
of the things mentioned there are decade being 
used in our Junior Union work, and so are not 
new to_us, but other suggestions will be helpful. 
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THE WORLD WIDE 


BURMA 
FAITHFUL SERVICE RECOGNIZED 


ODAY is the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of my sailing from New York the 
first time, and some one, or some ones, 
worked up a very neat surprise for me. 


time. ‘Then I tried to say my thanks, and - 
did so after a fashion, as all men do when 
thus surprised, leaving out the neat things 
one would have wished to say. My only 
request was that I might have twenty-five 
more years in which to work with this 
band of missionaries and such a band 

. of fellow workers. 
There were eighteen men 
present who were in the 
press when I came, and 
that means that nearly 
half of the men then 
in the employ of the 
press have stayed by us 
for that many years. 
It seems to me to be a 
very good record in. it- 
self. A larger number 
have been here for 


FORMER SCHOOLHOUSE AT NAMKHAM, 


This morning, just after opening the doors 
of the press, I was asked to walk out and 
meet some American women who wished 
to see me. I was told they were out in 
the press, then up stairs, where I said they 
had no business to be (all this to my good 
wife, who had been let into the secret a 
little while ago, but who had not let it out 
to me at all by any hint or suggestion). I 
found the whole local mission gathered, 
and all rose to greet us as we entered. ‘The 
walls were decorated and a great dish of 
roses was on the small table. Dr. Eveleth 
made a very pleasant address, only, like 
so many such addresses, rather on the side 
of fulsomeness. Then Mr. Armstrong 
followed, and then Mr. Pascal, my assist- 
ant in the book side of our work, read an 
address from the work people, who had 
all filed in after I got safely out of sight 
on the way up stairs. Then he presented 
me with a very handsome four-fold screen 
of Burmese carving, as handsome a thing 
as I have ever had given to me, or ever 
expect to have — far too fine for any house 
I shall ever live in, I fear; but then, it 
expresses the good wishes of a host of work 
people, aided by some few who take con- 
tracts from us for outside work from time to 
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twenty years. I am 
simply overwhelmed with 
all this expression of love 
and good wishes. I only wish I could 
accomplish more to merit all these kind 
expressions. — F, D. Puinney. 


BURMA 


A SACRIFICE FOR CHRIST 


MAGNIFICENT work is being done 

here in the theological seminary in 
training a native ministry to do for Burma 
and the adjacent countries what can never 
be accomplished by foreign missionaries. In 
January, after a four years’ course of Bible 
study, we graduated another large class 
of thirty-five members. For the next 
entering class in May, two young men are 
coming from the ninth standard in Rangoon 
Baptist College. One of these has been 
receiving a monthly stipend from the 
government toward fitting himself in the 
college for the highly paid teacher’s pro- 
fession, but so strongly has it been im- 
pressed upon him that he must give himself 
to the work of the gospel ministry that he 
has refunded the amount received from the 
government so that he may be free from 
its claims, free to come to this place! He 
is strongly inclined to become a missionary 
to the Muhsos in Kengtung when his 
training at the seminary is finished. 
D. A. W. Smiru, Insein. 
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SCHOOLTEACHERS WANTED 


[| Ast Sunday it was my pleasure to 

dedicate a new site for a chapel in a 
village named Saiman. There are ten 
Christian and six heathen families there, 
and I hope it will not be long before the 
whole village will be Christian. The 
Christians are now building the chapel 
and within a week or two will start a school. 
The young man in charge of the work 
needs our prayers. He is just beginning 
what we hope will be his life work. We 
have calls from several quarters and if 
we had the men, schools could be opened 
at once in half a dozen villages. — O. 
Hanson, Bhamo. 


ASSAM 
AWAKENING IN UPPER ASSAM 


E had a very helpful session in the 

Upper Assam Association a little 
over a week ago. I am sure the spirit of 
the meetings will continue with the people 
through the year and will help them in 
their church work I leave tomorrow 
(February 19) for the North Lakhimpur 
Association and we are expecting to have 
the presence of the Spirit with us there also. 
I think the churches in upper Assam are 
being awakened to a fuller realization of 
the power that is theirs, if they will but 
lay hold of it. They need the prayers of 
the church at home. —S. A. D. Boaas, 
Jorhat. 


SOUTH INDIA 
THE DUMB SPEAK 


EV. DAVID DOWNIE, D.D., of 
Nellore, writing of the wonderful 
revival in progress among the churches of 
South India, mentions the case of a little 
girl who had been dumb from her birth. 
During the revival she was strongly in- 
fluenced, and went into a trance, like so 
many others. In her case the result was 
most remarkable, for on coming to herself 
she was able to speak. Dr. Downie says 
that he himself has heard her talk and pray 
and sing. The girl says it is “a gift from 
God,” and Dr. Downie thinks her explana- 
tion a good one. 
1907 


LEARNING THE WAYS OF INDIA 


EV. AND MRS. N. C. PARSONS 

have arrived in Secunderabad and are 
learning to do things after the Indian 
fashion as readily and quickly as can be 
expected. Of course they have no work 
yet except on the language. Mr. Parsons 
will take the Sunday evening service for 
me when I am on tour. We were not told, 
when their appointment to this station 
was made, that we were getting a baby into 
the bargain. She is a dear little one and 
is a great addition to the pleasure of the 
bungalow. — F. H. Leverine, Secun- 
derabad. 


OFF FOR CAMP 


EV. GEORGE H. BROCK is rejoic- 
ing in the arrival of his wife and little 
daughter and enjoying the comforts of 
home again after four years on the field 
alone, “‘ camping,” as he expresses it. He 
writes as follows: 
Sixty-eight were baptized on this field last year, 
of whom four were caste converts, the largest 
number of caste people baptized in one year. 
I start for camp tomorrow, but what a field to 


go over! I look for many caste converts this 
year. Pray that it may be so. 


SIAM 
A MISSION LANDMARK GONE 


VERY disastrous fire in the Wat Koh 

district has completely destroyed the 
Chinese chapel built by Dr. Dean sixty 
years ago. ‘The chapel was in a very un- 
safe condition and the probabilities are 
that it would have had to be rebuilt within 
a year or two, so the loss was not great after 
all. We will be able to sell the plot of 
ground there for a good sum of money, 
because its situation is good for business, 
and with the proceeds we can buy a larger 
piece in another part of the city; but as 
the place is such an old established one 
and the Chinese seem so attached to it, 
perhaps it may not be best to make the 
change. The building has always been 
crowded during the services and thousands 
have heard the gospel there. ‘The Chinese 
brethren have already started a subscription 
for a new building. —H. Apamsen, M.D., 
Bangkok. 
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CHINA 
ON THE WAY TO WEST CHINA 
R. A. Z. HALL writes of his safe 


arrival at Hankow, Central China, 
just before Christmas, but as his baggage 
was delayed he was unable to join Dr. 
Corlies’ party for West China, as he ex- 
pected. He remained a month and occu- 
pied the time to good advantage in assisting 
Dr. Huntley in his dispensary work and in 
studying the language with a Chinese 
teacher who was available just then. Very 
fortunately he was then able to join a 
party of another mission, bound for West 


but the contractors were slow in bringing 
in their estimates and we could not decide 
on a builder until the end of November. 
The hall, therefore, will not be completed 
until about the first of April. —H. A. 
Kemp, Chowchowfu. 


AFRICA 
OPPOSITION AND PROGRESS 
HE good news comes from Kifwa, 
Africa, of over 640 baptized and many 


others asking for the ordinance. The 
work is not carried on without opposition, 


WEST CHINA PARTY AT HANYANG 


China, and thus proceed on his way with- 
out inconvenience. He was taken ill while 
on his way up the Yangtse and had to 
stop at Wanhsien. It was feared that the 
disease was typhoid fever but later it 
proved to be less serious and the patient 
was rapidly improving. While detained 
at Wanhsien Dr. Hall was well cared for 
by the China Inland missionaries at that 
station. 


PROGRESS AT CHOWCHOWFU 


HE foundation of the preaching hall is 

nearly finished. When we completed 

the purchase in July, we hoped to begin 

building by the middle or last of August, 
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however, as is evidenced by the death of 
a promising young evangelist who was 
killed in the attempt to preach the gospel 
to his people. 


NOTES FROM EXCHANGES 
A FAR-REACHING WORK 


Too often it is true that the ill men do lives 
after them to work perpetual mischief and un- 
ceasingly to breed evil and misery. But the 
converse happily is also true. Nearly a century 
ago Dr. Judson wrote the first tract ever printed 
by the Baptist Mission Press at Rangoon, “ A 
View of the Christian Religion.” The next 

ublished was a small catechism by Mrs. Ann 
asseltine Judson. Both are still in print and 
in constant demand. — The Indian Witness. 
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THE COMING ANNIVERSARIES 
In some ways the Anniversaries which are 
to be held this month at Washington will 
be one of the most important series of 
meetings the societies have ever held. Of 
course the theme of leading interest will 
be that to be considered in the general 
meetings of the denomination Thursday 
evening and Friday morning: namely, 
the organization of a national Baptist 
convention. ‘The interest which centers 
around this, however, will be reflected in 
the meetings of the different societies. 
Some special features will make the annual 
meeting of the Missionary Union of more 
than usual interest. The  seventy-fifth 
anniversary of the Home Mission Society 
will make the meetings of that body also 
of great importance. For a more detailed 
statement regarding the plans, read the 
announcement on page 178. This year 
certainly every church should be repre- 
sented. Let the great auditorium of the 
Calvary Church at Washington be crowded 
and the mammouth Convention Hall at 


Jamestown be filled. 


THE BAPTIST EXHIBIT AT 
JAMESTOWN 
Iv was a far-seeing man who first suggested 
to Virginia Baptists the idea of a national 
Baptist building and exhibit at James- 
town. Briefly stated, the plan is for the 
Baptists of Virginia to erect a permanent 
building at Jamestown, and to display in 
it during the exposition an exhibit of his- 
torical and descriptive material represent- 
ing all the work of American Baptists, 
north and south. The heartiness with 
which the societies have entered into the 
project augurs well for its success. The 
Missionary Union will be represented with 
a graphic display showing the multitudi- 
nous forms of work and the results which 
are being accomplished. It is possible 
that some of the valuable curiosities in 
the possession of the Union, such as Jud- 
son’s precious Burman Bible, will be in- 
cluded in the exhibit. It is certainly to be 
hoped that all our denominational societies, 
1907 


national local, missionary and 
historical, as well as all our colleges and 
schools, will be fittingly represented. 
Such an opportunity to advertise the work 
of the denomination in its varied phases 
has seldom or never before been offered. 
The meetings of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention at Richmond, our ewn Anniversa- 
ries at Washington and the sessions of the 
General Convention at Jamestown will bring 
to the exposition a great throng of Baptists. 
Thousands of others will visit it during 
the summer. ‘The exhibit will give them 
a comprehensive view of the work of the 
denomination. Many who never read the 
literature of the missionary societies, and 
whose pastors never present the subject 
of missions, will here learn of the mighty 
work being accomplished and of the part 
which may be theirs in it. The exhibit 
will present our denomination and _ its 
work before the public as it never has been 
presented before. We repeat the hope 
that all our denominational societies may 
be well represented in this important 
exhibit. 


CHANGES IN THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE 
Tue Executive Committee has recently 
met with a loss in the resignation of two 
of its members, Rev. N. E. Wood, D. D., 
and Mr. Albert H. Curtis. Dr. Wood 
has been on the Committee for nearly fif- 
teen years, a part of the time as its chair- 
man. He has a deep and abiding interest 
in the work of the Union, but the pressure 
of other cares compels him to retire from 
the position he has filled so acceptably. 
Mr. Curtis has served only a little more than 
a year, but finds himself unable to devote 
the necessary time to the work of the 
Committee. To take the place made 
vacant by the resignation of Mr. Curtis, 
Mr. George E. Briggs, of Melrose, Mass., 
has been elected. Mr. Briggs brings to 
the work not only a valuable business 
experience, having served the firm of Lee, 
Higginson & Co. for many years, but a 
deep interest in world-wide missions. In 
1905 he spent a month in Japan with his 
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brother, Rev. Frank C. Briggs, one of our 
missionaries at Kobe. During this time 
he attended the annual missionary con- 
ference in Arima, where he had the privilege 
of meeting many of the missionaries and 
coming very closely in touch with their 
work. Ever since uniting with the church 
Mr. Briggs has been actively engaged in 
Christian work, and soon after his removal 
to Melrose from Cambridge, where he 
formerly lived, he was chosen deacon in the 
First Baptist Church. He has been es- 
pecially successful in work among young 
men, and at the present time is the teacher 
of a large class in the Bible school. 


REACTION IN CHINA 


lv was notto be supposed that so revolution- 
ary a movement as that which has .in the 
last few months brought China into such 
prominence before the world should have 
no opposition. On the other hand, the 
little resis ance which has been offered to 
the radical schemes of those in control at 
court has been most remarkable. Yuan 
Shih Kai, Wu Ting Fang, Chang Chih 
Tung and others have been able to carry 
forward their plans for the enlightenment 
of the empire with only an occasional dis- 
turbance to show that not all were in 
sympathy with the new régime. Now, 
however, those who have felt that China 
was becoming westernized, or who have 
have seen in the new era the loss of 
opportunity for graft and power, seem to be 
regaining in part their former influence. 
It is reported that Yuan Shih Kai has been 
shorn of some of his powers. It is said 
that Wu Ting Fang has been superseded. 
It is even rumored that the venerable 
Chang Chih Tung is dead. Many of the 
reform edicts are being overruled by laws 
regulating their execution. If these re- 
ports are true, it is only what those who 
have known the conditions have expected. 
The old life could not die without a struggle. 
But it is bound to die. The new life is a 
reality. The reform movement may 
receive a setback for a little time, but the 
new movement is too powerful to fail. 
The outlook for China is as bright as ever, 
the opportunity as great and the call for 
service as imperative. 
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ANOTHER SECRETARY FOR THE 
SOUTHERN BAPTISTS 


Our Baptist brethren of the South are 
forging right ahead. Only a short time 
ago we chronicled the election of a new 
educational secretary, Rev. T. B. Ray. 
Now it has been announced that still 
another has been added to the secretarial 
force, Rev. S. J. Porter, D.D. Dr. Porter 
is thirty-seven years old, a graduate of 
Wake Forest College, and served for some 
time as a missionary in Brazil. He goes 
from the Olive Street Baptist Church of 
Kansas City, Mo., to become field secretary. 
The Foreign Mission Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention has now four secre- 
taries: Rev. R. J. Willingham, D.D., 
corresponding secretary; Rev. William H. 
Smith, D.D., editorial secretary; Rev. 
T. B. Ray, educational secretary; and 
Rey. S. J. Porter, D.D., field secretary. 


THE CHINA FAMINE 


Ir there had been any doubt as to the 
extent of the awful calamity which has 
befallen the famine-stricken section of 
China, recent reports must remove all 
question. As none of our stations are in 
the famine zone, our own missionaries have 
not written at length concerning the dis- 
tressing circumstances. ‘The newspapers, 
however, have given brief descriptions of 
the situation, and Mr. W. T. Ellis, the 
correspondent of the Philadelphia Press 
and other papers, has portrayed most 
vividly the desperate conditions. 

Now that the concentration camps have 
been broken up the suffering is even greater 
than before. The officials feared an epi- 
demic as well as possibly an uprising, 
so that those who had gathered outside the 
walls of some of the large cities have been 
sent back to their homes, and are now in 
worse case than before. There is practi- 
cally no opportunity to earn anything, and 
if there were, there is no food to buy. ‘The 
help given by the committees of mission- 
aries and other foreigners is most valuable, 
but is, as it were, only a drop in the bucket. 
Large sums are being sent from this 
country, but much more is needed. The 
worst will not be over until July. 


May 


a 


PEELLOWSHIP 


THE PRAYER COVENANT 


NATIVE WORKERS JOINING IN THE MOVEMENT 


A NEW feature of the Prayer Covenant 

plan has developed, one that we did 
not expect, but one that gives us deep 
satisfaction. Professor J. F. Smith, of Ran- 
goon Baptist College, has forwarded five 
cards signed by Christian natives in Burma. 
These are Maung E, a Chin; Maung Po 
Myit, a Pwo Karen; Maung Tun Pe, a 
Burman; Saya Po Mya, a Talain; and 
Professor L. T. Ah Sou, well known to 
many in America, whose mother was a 
Burman and father a Chinese. The first 
two are students in the high school depart- 


ment of the college and the others are 
teachers. 

Here are representatives of five different 
races for whom the missionaries of the 
Union are laboring, who are themselves 
praying daily for our work and workers in 
all lands. Nothing could be more en- 
couraging than this. Doubtless there are 
many other native Christians engaged in 
like service. We shall be glad to receive 
their Covenant cards through the mission- 
aries. By the way, have you sent us 
yours ? 


American Baptist Missionary Anion 


A Prape 


Cobenant 


COGNIZING that the supreme need of missions is prayer, 


E 
to intercede each d 


my own 


or, | purpose 

jay, so far as may be possible, (1) for the 
peoples of mission lands; (2) for the missionaries and their native 
co-workers; (3) for those who administer the work at home; (4) for 
all other churches, that they may give themselv 


earnestly to the study and support of missions; and (5) for the young people 
of our churches, that a larger number may hear the call of God to’ 


missionary service. 


City or Town........ “1. 


Street Address. 


d and return to Box 41, Boston, Mass. 


R707 


Fill out this 


PROFESSOR AH SOU’S PRAYER COVENANT CARD 


SPECIAL TOPICS FOR PRAYER 


THE ANNIVERSARIES AT WASHINGTON 


THAT THE COMMITTEES PREPARING THE PROGRAM AND MAKING OTHER ARRANGEMENTS 


MAY HAVE WISDOM IN ALL THEIR PLANS; 


THat THERE MAY BE A LARGE ATTENDANCE OF PASTORS AND REPRESENTATIVE LAYMEN 


FROM ALL OUR CHURCHES; 


THar ALL WHO COME MAY APPRECIATE THE IMPORTANCE OF THE GATHERING AND MAY 
COME IN A SPIRIT OF EARNEST PRAYER AND DEEP EXPECTATION. 
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THE FINANCES OF THE KINGDOM 


I. HOW TO INTRODUCE WEEKLY GIVING FOR MISSIONS 
BY REV. JACOB SALLADE 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


1. HAVE A CLEAR AIM 


. should be to secure the largest 


possible offering with the least 

possible strain, on the giver, from 
every member, every week, for every object 
cooperated in by the church. 


2. DECIDE ON A SYSTEM 
Many good and inexpensive systems are 
now in use and can be had on short notice. 

(a) The two-pack envelope system is 
the oldest in point of time and is often 
adopted where a weekly system is already 
in use for current expenses. It gives to 
each member two packs of envelopes, one 
white and the other pink. Each pack is 
printed, numbered and dated, and as a 
rule the white pack is for current expenses 
and the pink pack for missions. ‘The 
system is good and often the best to start 
with, especially where the current expense 
envelopes are in the hands of the members 
for the year and it is desirable to start 
immediately with the weekly offerings for 
missions. 

(b) The two-pocket envelope system. 
Three styles of this envelope are on the 
market. ‘The envelope is simple in con- 
struction, and so printed that one pocket 
reads for expenses and the other for mis- 
sions. It is convenient in size and less 
expensive than the two-pack system. The 
envelopes are printed, numbered, dated 
and put up in neat little boxes numbered 
to correspond with the envelopes and with 
a space for the name and address of the 
holder. This system is supplanting 
all others and where possible should be 
adopted at the beginning 

(c) A one-envelope system has been 
adopted by a few churches and worked 
with considerable success. The system 
has three forms: (a) The envelope is so 
printed that it contains two spaces, one 
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marked Expenses,” and the other 
“ Missions.” The giver places his offer- 
ing in the envelope and indicates in the 
spaces how he wishes it divided.  (b) 
With each pack of envelopes is given a little 
pad on which are printed the words 
“EXPENSES” and Misstons.” Each 
week a leaf is torn off, marked and placed 
in the envelope with the offering. (c) 
The church decides to give a certain per 
cent. of its gross income to missions. Each 
member receives a pack of envelopes, 
printed, numbered and dated, and is asked 
to name the largest possible sum he can give 
per week toward ‘he Master’s work. At 
each meeting of the trustees the per cent. 
agreed upon is set aside and at the end of 
each three months this sum is divided 
among the missionary societies. 


3. SECURE COOPERATION 


“Worthless though perfect” is the 
story of many systems, all because they 
were not properly managed. No system 
will work itself. ‘The envelope once agreed 
upon, care must be taken to secure the 
cheerful and generous cooperation of each 
member. ‘To this end a letter, carefully 
explaining the envelope and how it is to be 
used, should be sent each member two 
months before the envelopes are to be given 
out. The letter should name the amount 
needed for expenses and the amount hoped 
for missions. It should contain a card on 
which they should be asked to name the 
amount they will give per week toward each 
of the sums asked. The card should be 
returned by a certain date. The people 
must be made to see that it is their duty to 
give. Subscriptions once secured must 
be followed up. If the business side of 
church work were more carefully planned 
and then followed, there would be more 
real joy in giving. 
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THE FINANCES OF THE KINGDOM 


II. WORKING AT THEM 
BY REV. CHARLES A. COOK 


BLOOMFIELD, N. J. 


N« plan for financing the great work 


of the kingdom of God, however 

excellent, will secure adequate 
funds unless it is worked. It has been 
demonstrated that the weekly plan of giving 
is the simplest, most sensible, and most 
successful plan that has yet been put into 
operation for the support of all departments 
of the church’s work. Churches that now 
use any other plan are the exception. ‘The 
adoption of this way of making offerings 
to missions is becoming more and more 
general and is almost universally suc- 
cessful. Where there is failure it is due 
not to the plan but to weakness somewhere 
in operating it. 

In a recent conference on Christian 
stewardship a pastor gave an interesting 
account of how the plan was being worked 
in his church. He emphasized the impor- 
tance of creating a missionary atmosphere 
in which to grow this plant of weekly 
giving to missions. He said, “ A church 
will not give to missions unless imbued with 
the idea that the church’s primary mission 
is missions. It is the minister’s duty to 
lead the church in its missionary work, 
to conduct a missionary campaign year in 
and year out.” Right here is where the 
success of this, or any plan, hinges. When 
the facts of the missionary enterprise, the 
needs, the opportunities, the triumphs, are 
‘ constantly kept before the church, and the 
people know missions, the weekly plan will 
have a favorable environment in which to be 
inaugurated and developed. ‘This pastor 
said that each year a certain amount was 
fixed upon by the church as the minimum 
goal to be reached for missions. There 
was a definite missionary budget just as 
there was a definite budget for local ex- 
penses. Here is where scores of churches 
fail. They do not aim at doing anything 
in particular for missions. The offering 
is haphazard. Just so long as something 
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is given the question is never raised as to 
whether the amount is anything like the 
proportion that should be given. There 
should be a definite missionary budget for 
every church and this budget should be set 
at a higher figure year after year. The 
needs are growing greater, people are be- 
coming richer, the membership is increas- 
ing, therefore more ought to be given every 
succeeding year. 

“Every member,” said this pastor, “ is 
supplied with envelopes, the duplex en- 
velopes being used.” It should be taken 
for granted that every member will give to 
missions and every member be supplied 
with envelopes. The responsibility of 
refusing to give should be placed squarely 
with the individual. Loopholes of escape 
should not be furnished by the pastor or 
the church in its methods. 

The following was also done by this ag- 
gressive missionary pastor. Each week the 
amount contributed to missions was reported 
in the church calendar and the amount of 
the budget for the year was kept before the 
people in the same way. A pastoral letter 
on all the objects for which offerings were 
made was sent to every member. Mis- 
sionary literature was regularly distributed, 
paragraphs of special interest were pub- 
lished in the calendar, special sermons 
preached, monthly missionary _ prayer 
meetings held and the Sunday school and 
the young people’s society brought into 
line with the missionary movements of the 
church. What wonder that the offerings 
increased fifty per cent. each year! 

The following testimony in favor of the 
weekly plan of giving to missions has just 
been received from a pastor in Missouri: 
The plan of weekly giving has proven itself 
worthy in every way. While we have not suc- 
ceeded in enlisting all the membership of the 
church, we are “on the way.” At the opening 


of the present year the church voted unanimously 
to continue the plan. 
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THE LATEST STATISTICS OF 
MISSIONS 


HE statistics of the Protestant mis- 

sionary societies of the world, com- 
piled by Secretary D. L. Leonard of the 
Methodist Episcopal Board, were pub- 
lished in the January issue of the 
Missionary Review of the World, and are 
of great interest. The figures are for the 
most part those for 1905. Some of the 
totals are encouraging. The total home 
income of all societies was $21,280,147, or 
$1,618,262 more than that of the year 
before. Including contributions on the 
field, the income was $24,815,579. Ap- 
proximately the same amounts were con- 
tributed by American and British Chris- 
tians: namely, $8,980,448" by the former 
and $8,973,033 by the latter. The total 
number of communicants is given as 
1,843,309, and the number added last 
year 145,115. The total number of mis- 
sionaries is 18,591, and of native workers 
89,678. 

The futility of attempting comparisons 
which shall represent the truth and be of 
value is clearly shown by this table of 
statistics. For example, the home in- 
come of the Missionary Union is entered 
as $1,025,392. This does not represent 
the money available for use, however, 
$142,231 of this amount being sums added 
to the permanent funds, only the interest 
being available. Again, under the head- 
ing “Communicant Church Members,” 
the Methodists, (North,) are credited with 
188,948. But this includes some 113,000 
probationers, while the 130,902 entered 
in the same column against the Missionary 
Union means full members. So far as 
comparisons can be made, the Church 
Missionary Society leads in home income 
with $1,910,250, the Methodists (North) 


second, the Presbyterians (North) third 
and the Baptists (North) fourth. In 
income from the field the United Free 
Church of Scotland leads with $408,640, 
Methodists (North) second, the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel third, and 
the Church Missionary Society fourth; 
Baptists (North) are eighth. ‘The Church 
Missionary Society has the largest number 
of missionaries, 1,429; then follow in order 
the Propagation Society, the Presbyterians 
(North), the China Inland Mission, the 
Methodists (North), the Congregationalists 
and the Baptists (North). In number of 
stations and outstations the Church Mis- 
sionary Society leads, with 2,553, with the 
Missionary Union next with 2,480. Bap- 
tists (North) lead in number of church 
members, 130,902, the Wesleyans of Eng- 
land following with 104,397. In the 
number of schools the Missionary Union 
ranks fourth, and in number of scholars 
seventh. 


STEREOPTICON LECTURES 


MAY people have the erroneous. im- 

pression that pastors and the District 
Secretaries of the Union receive fees for 
delivering missionary stereopticon lectures 
and thus add materially to their income. 
On the contrary they invariably give their 
services, and if any admission fee is charged 
or collection taken, the money goes into 
the treasury of the Missionary Union for 
the prosecution of its work. 

This is a very popular method of pre- 
senting the claims of world-wide missions 
and the lectures are in constant demand. 
A new general lecture on India is now in 
circulation and is proving of special inter- 
est to those who have been studying Bishop 
Thoburn’s’ book, “ The Christian Con- 
quest of India.” 


PROGRAM: MISSION SCHOOLS AND WHAT ‘THEY DO 


PRAYER AND ScRIPTURE READING. 
Wuy Have Mission Scuoors? P. 170. 
Tuose Wuo Do tue Teacuine. P. 173 
Wuat THE Work AccOoMPLISHES: 


1. In Burma. Pp. 171, 188. 
2. In China. P. 175. 
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3. In Japan. P. 177. 
4. In the Hawaiian Islands. P. 182. 
NEEDS AND (See leaflet, 
The Higher Educational Institutions of 
the A. B. M. U.) 
VI. Prayer ror ScHoots AND TEACHERS. 
(Use the Prayer Cycle.) 


May 
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THE YOUNG PEOPLE'S FORWARD MOVEMENT 


PLANS FOR SPRING AND SUMMER 


SUMMER CONFERENCES AND THE FORWARD LEAGUE 


HE Young People’s Missionary churches. For some this Declaration of 
Movement will hold its Lake Purpose will lead the way to that other 
Geneva, Wisconsin, summer con- declaration already made by so many 
ference June 25 to July 4. There will be young people, “ It is my purpose, if God 
two conferences at Silver Bay, New York. permit, to become a foreign missionary.” 

Thefirst will be a Sunday school conference, ‘The greater part will not be able to serve the 
the dates of which are July 12 to 18. The cause so gloriously, but may, if obedient 
general conference at Silver Bay will be to God’s voice, serve it no less devotedly 
held July 19 to 28. in developing a strong “ home base.” Let 

The popularity of the Silver Bay confer- it be clearly understood that the League 
ences and their character and purpose make is not a new organization. ‘There are no 
necessary some restrictions upon attend- dues, no officers, no meetings. It is simply 
ance. Baptists are allowed 50 delegates an enrolment of those who definitely pur- 
at the Sunday school conference and 100 pose, wherever and however they serve, to 
at the general conference. The only give missions their rightful place in their 
limitation upon the attendance at Lake thoughts and activity. 

Geneva is the capacity of the place. Since There are five lines of missionary ac- 

delegates are accepted in order of applica- tivity suggested in the Declaration of 
tion, it is necessary in order to insure res- Purpose: missionary study, missionary 
ervation that application be made early. stewardship, missionary service, mission- 

The character of the delegation is more ary stimulation and missionary supplica- 
important, however, than the number tion. And the greatest of these is suppli- 
going. The purpose of these conferences cation. “I will give myself to earnest 
is the training of leaders, and delegates and persistent prayer for the coming of the 
should be chosen with this thought very kingdom of God.” Suppose we make 
definitely in mind. While some will this our leading missionary activity this 
return more than once, a large numberof month. With the inspiring reports that 

the delegation ought to be those who are have come to us of unparalleled blessing 
new, in order that the privileges of this upon the labors of our missionaries and 
superior missionary training may be as __ increasing responsiveness of the peoples, as 
widely distributed as possible. For appli- shown in the large number of baptisms 
cation blanks and correspondence address reported; with the new openings in China 
John M. Moore, Box 41, Boston, Mass. and Japan and the Philippines; with a 

revival on in India which one of our mis- 
THE FORWARD LEAGUE sionaries characterizes as “ one of the most 

Already the Forward League, announced marvelous movements of the age”; with 

last month, is meeting with a gratifying the growing interest at home indicated by 
response. From many states signed the formation of the Layman’s Missionary 
“* Purpose ” cards have been received, and Movement and the increasing attention of 
every day brings new ones. Soon we all the boards to the cultivation of the 
shall have in these “ Leaguers” a body young people,— we surely have reason to 
of devoted young people whose definite ‘thank God and take courage ” and give 
purpose to serve the cause of missions ourselves to earnest prayer with new 
will be finding expression in such varied passion and power. Let every member of 
and such practical ways as shall change the League set apart some time every day 
the entire missionary atmosphere of our for special prayer for missions. Sub- 
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scribe for the new Prayer Cycle and use 
it systematically and thus unite with many 
others in a volume of intercession that 
shall rise without ceasing to the throne 
of God. For this month, then, our chief 
missionary activity shall be prayer. 


NOTES 


The vigorous First Baptist Church of 
Newcastle, Pa., has recently organized 
four mission study classes. 


A generous member of the Warren, R. 
I., church has encouraged the formation of 
a study class by furnishing all needed 
supplies, including a reference library. 
The young people are responding enthusias- 
tically. 


At Reading, Pa., some twenty members 
of the First Baptist Church live so far from 
the church that they remain at the close 
of the morning service for the afternoon 
session of the Sunday school. After the 
time for eating lunch is deducted, an hour 
and a half remains which they have wisely 
decided to use for a mission study class. 


The Secretary of the Forward Move- 


ment, having spent three months with the 
Home Mission Society in New York, will 
make the Rooms of the Missionary Union 
his headquarters during the present quarter, 
the matter of permanent location going 
over till September. 


Washington, D. C., Pittsburg, Boston 
and Providence and vicinity have recently 
been visited by the Secretary, in each of 


which a series of Forward Movement 
conferences or rallies were conducted. 
These were arranged by local committees 


and were for the purpose of promoting 
mission study and presenting the Forward 


League. 
The Brooklyn Baptist Young People’s 


Union has committed itself to mission 
study and is encouraging the organization 
of classes. 


The Pittsburg Associational Baptist 
Young People’s Union is divided into three 
districts. In each of these a rally was 
recently held, at which the Forward 
Movement was given a choice place on the 
program. ‘These were followed by a gen- 
eral meeting of the entire association, 
which marked the culmination of the 
very vigorous mission study campaign 
which has been prosecuted there with most 
gratifying results. 


BE SURE TO REPORT 


We are constantly learning incidentally 
of mission study classes that have not been 
officially reported. It is our desire to get 
into touch with all of these, not only that 
we may have full information as to 
what our Baptist young people are doing, 
but also that we may relate ourselves 
helpfully to them. Every reader is there- 
fore requested to inform us of all classes 
organized since September, 1906, of which 
he has knowledge, unless positive that they 
have already been reported. Report 
foreign mission classes to the American 
Baptist Missionary Union (Young People’s 
Forward Movement), Box 41, Boston, 
Mass., and home mission classes to the 
American Baptist Home Mission Society 
(Young People’s Forward Movement), 312 
Fourth Ave., New York. 
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[ SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Lesson VI. GEN. 45: 1-15; 50: 15-21. 


May 12 
Joseph Forgives His Brothers 
Pierre Loti in India 


And Joseph’s brethren said, Joseph wiil hate us, and 
will nauty requite us all the evil which we did 
unto him 


And Joseph said unto them, Fear not; I will nourish 
you and your little ones. Gen. 50:15, 19, 21. 


wie forgives? Who teaches for- 
giveness? Where shall pardon be 
found? A most striking illustration of 
the impossibility of finding the true spirit 
of pardon and peace anywhere except in 
the religion which comes from the heart of 
the God of Joseph, is found in Pierre Loti’s 
recent book, “ India.” In this book the 
gifted French writer, one of the most 
sensitive spirits that ever lived, gives his 
experience in seeking among the ancient 
religions of India something to take the 
place of the belief in Christ which he had 
renounced. He gives a glimpse of how 
much this means to him when he says: 
I have not come here to make a trifling call, but 
to ask or beg the keepers of the Aryan wisdom 
to give me their belief in the lasting duration of 
the soul in place of the ineffable Christian faith 
which has pee from my soul. 
After a beautiful night during the pas- 
sage he wrote: 
A sense of alleviation comes from the starry 
night, like some breath of tenderness or pity 
that is poured into a pardoned soul. My God! 


If the Indian sages that I seek could but con- 
vince me that I might find pardon and pity too. 


But what he sought he could not find. 
He says: 
How childish were the hopes that I had 
cherished, I who had hoped to find some ray 
of light in the religion of our Indian ancestors. 
** Prayer,” they said, “‘ who is there to hear it? 
Remember the laws of Manon, Man 7s born 
alone, lives alone, dies alone, and justice alone 
awaits him.’ This was all they had to offer, 
the cold consolation of the doctrine of Buddha. 


How hopeless then it is to go to the empty 
wells of the East for pardon and peace. 
They have been empty for centuries. They 
can only be filled with the water of life by 
faith in Him who had the power to say, 
“Thy sins are forgiven thee.” 
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MISSIONARY LIGHTS ON THE] al aK 
INTERNATIONAL LESSONS 
BY REV:J MERVIN HULL c= 


Lesson VII. Exopus 1: 1-14. 


Israel Enslaved in Eqypt 


Persecuted, but Powerful 


But the more they afflicted them, the more they 
multiplied and grew. Vs. 12. 


” [HE blood of the martyrs is the seed of 

the Church.” ‘This saying of one of 
the early Christian writers has been proved 
true in all our modern mission fields. 
““Some of our dear brethren,” wrote a 
missionary in China, “ have had to bear 
much persecution during the past year. 
One was in a filthy prison for eighty days, 
on a false charge, and received over two 
thousand blows at different times. But 
when threatened with death he said, ‘ You 
may do what you please with my body, 
but my soul belongs to Jesus Christ.” In 
this brother’s district we had the joy of 
knowing that his good life had influenced 
many; among whom were five brothers, 
whom I baptized.” 


May 19 


GANESHA, THE HINDU GOD OF WISDOM 
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Our Baptist brethren in Europe often 
had to endure much persecution from the 
state churches. When our mission work 
in France was beginning, a Baptist pastor 
named Lepoix was arrested and threatened 
with imprisonment for holding religious 
services. His reply was, “It is not the 
purpose of our society to contend with 
authority. Nevertheless, under the firm 
conviction that we are right, we shall 
continue as formerly. As for me, I know 
that you will prosecute me, and as I have 
a family, and am poor, I shall not pay you. 
Perhaps imprisonment will follow, but it 
matters little; my conscience forces me to 
do my duty, and by the grace of God I 
shall accomplish it.” So in Germany, 
the brethren endured cruel mockery, bonds 
and imprisonment, and in Sweden the first 
Baptist preacher was banished from his 
native land. Nevertheless the work was 
continued, and never has a mission field 
yielded better returns. In Sweden today 
there are 586 Baptist churches, with nearly 
45,000 members. Nor is this all. The 


Baptist cause in America has been strength- 


ened by many earnest men and women who 
have come from the Baptist churches of 
Sweden. There are now about 25,000 
Swedish Baptists in America, and among 
them there is a deep devotion to evangelical 
truth and missions hardly surpassed by 
any American churches. 


Lesson VIII. Exopus 2:1-15. May 26 
Childhood and Education of Moses 


Development of Native Leaders 
But Moses fied from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt 


. the land of Midian: and he sat down by a well. 
Ss. 15. 


UST as God chose the Hebrew Moses 
to be the leader of the Hebrews in their 
deliverance from captivity, so it is the 
purpose of modern missions to train up as 
fast as possible native leaders to deliver 
their own people from the chains of idolatry 
and superstition. But now, as in the time 
of Moses, the qualities of good leadership 
are rare in primitive peoples, and are devel- 
oped often through peculiar or unexpected 
experiences. There have, nevertheless, 
been native leaders in mission lands almost 
as remarkable in their influence as Moses 
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himself, although their work has been 
manifested in a smaller sphere. One of the 
first of these was Ko Tha Byu, the Karen 
robber and murderer who was so trans- 
formed by the gospel that he became 
known as the Karen apostle. From the 
moment of his conversion this man seemed 
to be moved by an overpowering conviction 
that he must carry the gospel to his country- 
men, and his success was a wonderful 
encouragement to Boardman, Kincaid 
and other early missionaries. 

Joseph Neesima is the one who stands 
most prominent in leadership among the 
native Christians of Japan, and the influ- 
ence of his work will long remain. At the 
present time there is no example of native 
Christian leadership so prominent as that 
of Ko San Ye of Burma. Like Moses, he 
passed through varied experiences of 
preparation. First of all, as a Karen he 
was a spirit worshiper. Next he became a 
Buddhist, in his search after peace, and 
finding no rest in Buddhism, he tried once 
more in the electric philosophy of Mawlay 
to find relief. At last he found what he 
sought in Christ. Since that time his 
qualities of leadership have been mani- 
fested to an amazing degree. Multitudes 
have followed him, hundreds of whom have 
been received into our churches in Burma. 
To many he is even more than Moses 
became to the Hebrews. All believers 
should pray for Ko San Ye, that his faith, 
his humility, his devotion, his power with 
God and men fail not. 


Exopus 3:1-14. JuNE 2 


Moses Called to Deliver Israel 


I Am That I Am 


And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he 
said, Thou shalt say unto the children of Israel, I AM 
hath sent me unto you. Vs. 14. 


ACK of the numberless deities of 

heathen religions there is almost al- 
ways, unless in the case of Buddhism, a 
more or less clear idea of one great Power 
which is above all others, but which 
cannot be known by men. “ God is one 
and without a second ”’ is a common ex- 
pression among the people of India. Even 
the fetish worshipers of Africa talk about 
the “‘ Old, Old One,” the “ All-Father,”” 
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who made trees, mountains, rivers, people. 
But the Hindus say that God is so great 
that he cannot be expressed by any one 
being, so he is manifested in numberless 
incarnations. The Africans say, “ Yes, 
he made us, but having made us, he is 
far from us. Why should we care for him? 
He does not help or harm us. It is the 
spirits who can help or harm us, whom we 
fear and worship, and for whom we care.” 
Buddhism in its teachings goes even farther 
than this; if there is a supreme God, man 
cannot know him; his only hope is in 
himself. 

O what a terrible problem, and yet what 
a glorious inspiration is the work of the 
messenger of the one true God! ‘To tell 
these shrivelled lives that they may know 
God, and be filled with him! To say to 
the wanderers in the spiritual desert of 
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heathenism “‘ I AM hath sent me to you ”; 
to make him understand that he can pray 
to the ever living God with the ineffable 
name instead of those degradations of 
deity whose images he has worshiped! 
To introduce men to Him whom to know 
is life eternal! Think what it means for 
a heathen to learn to pray to the ever-living 
God in the name of Jesus Christ! It is 
not strange that a poet of the early days 
of our missions wrote, in “ Ko Tha Byu 
In Prayer,” 


I wonder not the of man 
Cowers lions to their den; 
Or that a child of genius 


Can sway the minds of men: 
I wonder not the conqueror 

Moves nations with his rod; 
But rather that a pagan child 

Can move the arm of God. 


BORN 


To Rev. and Mrs. Henry Huizinga, of 
Ongole, South India, February 25, 1907, 


a son, James Devadasa. 


ARRIVED 


Miss ExizaspetH LAwrence, from Ran- 
goon, Burma, March 30, at New York. 

Rev. W. F. Tuomas, from Insein, Burma, 
at Boston, March $1. 

Rev. and Mrs. A. J. Turrie and child 
from Gauhati, Assam, at New York, 
March 20. 

Miss G. Mitier from Nowgong, 
Assam, at New York, March‘20. 

Miss L. E. Bisnop, from Sattanapalli, 
South India, at Boston, March 27. 

Rev. Frep Merririetp, from Tokyo, 
Japan, at Chicago. 

SAILED 


From Vancouver, March 18, Miss L. Min- 
niss, returning to Kinhwa, China. 
1907 


AND O’THER_ 


NOTES 


XO 


Miss Eva C. Srark, of Zigon, Burma, 
has changed her address to 256 South 
Ave., Elmira, N. Y. 


WE were glad to welcome to the Rooms, 
March 1, Rev. Robert Harper, M.D., of 
Namkham, Burma, whose arrival in Ire- 
land was noted last month. 


We extend our deep sympathy to Rev. 
and Mrs. W. W. Cochrane, of Hsipaw, 
Burma, who have recently been afflicted 
in the death of their adopted daughter. 


Our Japan Mission will be represented 
at the Shanghai Conference by Professor 
E. W. Clement of Tokyo, Dr. J. L. Dear- 
ing and Dr. A. A. Bennett of Yokohama, 
Rev. R. A. Thomson of Kobe and Rev. 
G. W. Hill of Shimonoseki. 
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Mr. Joun Carr, one of the members 
of the Executive Committee, has met with 
deep affliction in the death of his wife, 
April 1. Mrs. Carr was stricken very 
suddenly with apoplexy in the absence of 
her husband. The latter, however, reached 
her a few moments before she died. 


Dr. R. C. Tuomas, of Jaro, is substitut- 
ing for a time at the Presbyterian hospital 
at Iloilo while the physician in charge is 
in China. This is a good illustration of 
the cordial relations which exist between 
the Baptist missionaries and those of other 
denominations in the Islands. 


Mr. Cuartes M. Rog, who recently 
became general business manager of the 
American Baptist Publication Society, is 
a nephew of Secretary Mabie. Mr. 
Charles L. Major, chief assistant to 
Mr. Roe at the Chicago house, has been 
appointed manager to succeed Mr. Roe. 


Dr. W. W. Keen, President of the Mis- 
sionary Union, has resigned his professor- 
ship in Jefferson Medical College, Phila- 
delphia, where for many years he has been 
professor of surgery. He has been ap- 
pointed professor emeritus, and expects to 
leave shortly for a year’s absence in Europe. 


Tue extends congratulations 
to Rev. Philipp Bickel, D.D., and Mrs. 
Bickel on the fiftieth anniversary of their 
marriage, which occurred in February. 
For many years Dr. Bickel has been the 
efficient manager of the Cassel Publication 
House, which is rendering a far-reaching 
service in the publication and distribution 
of religious literature. 


Tu £ cause of missions has lost a faithful 
friend in the death of Rev. Isaac D. 
Colburn, which occurred March 5 at his late 
home in Nashua, N. H. He was born 
in Hudson, N. H., in 1832 and received 


his education at the New Hampton - 


Institution, Brown University and Newton 
Theological Institution. 
Seventeen years he spent in Burma as 


a missionary of the American Baptist 
Missionary Union, being stationed at 
different times at Tavoy, 'Toungoo and 
Rangoon. In 1880 failing health forced 
him to return to the United States, where 
he had since resided. A man of earnest 
Christian character, Mr. Co!burn held 
the loye and esteem of his associates in 
Burma as well as those in this country, 
and will be deeply mourned. 
THE ASSAM CONFERENCE 
UR Conference assembled on Janu- 
ary fifth, and from that first session 

a spirit of prayer seemed to pervade the 
whole assembly. 

Sickness in several of the families made 
the attendance this year smaller than usual, 
only twenty-two being present. Gauhati, 
Goalpara, Golaghat, Impur, Jorhat, 


Nowgong, North Lakhimpur, Sibsagor, 
Sadiya and Tura were represented. As 
we came together, there seemed to be one 
great desire burning in each heart, that 
God’s greater blessing might be poured 


out on Assam. ‘The news received nearly 
every day from Nowgong, which was ex- 
periencing in a wonderful way the Holy 
Spirit’s coming in power, as well as similar 
reports from Golaghat and North Lakhim- 
pur, was evidence to us that the earnest, 
united prayers, which have been ascending 
to the Father during the last year from 
the missionary body and native Christians, 
were being answered. Drops are coming; 
showers are expected. 

Dr. and Mrs. Kirby, Rev. and Mrs. 
Longwell and Miss Holbrook, this year’s 
recruits, are most gladly welcomed to meet 
a few of the many needs which call with 
thundering tones in our ears. We wish 
the home churches might hear the cry as 
plainly as we do. A careful canvass of 
the most pressing needs on the different 
fields was made by a special committee, 
and this was considered by the whole 
conference. As a result, an additional 
force of fifteen families and eight single 
women is asked for. 

This may seem a great many to you 
who are on the other side of the world, 
but, every man and woman asked for is 
needed, and needed badly, now. 
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How Much Do You Know? 


BOUT foreign missions, we mean— 

A about its heroes, its romances, its trials, 

its triumphs? There is India, for in- 

stance. Do you know about the great mis- 

sionaries who have lived and worked there 

— Schwartz and Carey and Martyn and 

Judson and the others? Do you know what 

Hinduism and Buddhism and Mohammed- 

anism are, and why they fail to satisfy men’s deeper long- 
ings? Do you know whether Christianity is making any prog- 
ress in India? Do you know what the peculiar difficulties are 
that confront the workers, or what the hopes that inspire them ? 
@ We can help you to become acquainted with these fasci- 
nating subjects yourself and show you how to give the other 
Christian young people of your acquaintance the same uplift 
that will come to you. Here is the way: Organize a mission 
study class. Get together a few of those who like yourself 
ought to know about missions, select a leader, and spend six 
or eight evenings, one evening a week, in what will prove as 
interesting and profitable a series of studies as you could plan. 
The book? “The Christian Conquest of India.” The author? 
Bishop Thoburn, well known as a speaker of authority. The 
book is profusely illustrated, and costs fifty cents in cloth, or 
thirty-five cents in paper, with eight cents extra for postage. 
@ When you form your class be sure to enroll with the Mis- 
sionary Union. Then we can furnish you with helps for study 
and teaching. We will tell you also about the Reference Li- 
brary, Orient Pictures, maps and leaflets which are of such as- 
sistance in the study. @, Now is the time to organize. Others are 
forming classes. Form yours and join in this great movement. 
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